CHRISTIAN OR CATHOLIC?

What is in a name? My wife, Angela once said, "I am Catholic before I am Angela." Our name defines who we are. There is much confusion in our society over the name "Catholic" and the name "Christian". While on a pilgrimage to St. Louis in 2003 the youth group that I was a part of at the time stopped by a park. We spoke and sang for a homeless man named Keith who we met there. Keith was so moved by the youth, that he began to cry and asked if we were with a church group. We said that we were with Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church from Texas. He responded, "Oh, I would have thought you were Christian." Is Christian and Catholic the same thing?

 If you call yourself "Catholic" if you call yourself "Christian", know the history of your name.

33AD - 50AD - Those who followed Christ (Jews and Gentiles) referred to themselves and were referred as followers of the Way.  In Acts Chapter 9, scripture says that "Saul, still breathing murderous threats against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, that, if he should find any men or women who belonged to the Way, he might bring them back to Jerusalem in chains."  It was illegal to belonged to the group called the Way.

50AD - 100AD - Shortly after Saint Paul converted to "the Way" he began spreading the Gospel and the first headquarters of "the Way" formed in Antioch a city with both Jews and Gentiles.  Typically it was the Jewish converts that were given the title "the Way".  With many Gentiles accepting "the Way" a new name, one of Greek original was given which encompassed both Jew and Gentile.  Christos is the Greek word for Christ.  Christians, were simply the followers or disciples of Christ.  Acts 11 says, "it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians."

100AD - TODAY - The center of Christianity moved from Antioch to Rome, the center of the Roman Empire around 60AD when Saints Peter and Paul spread the Gospel in Rome.  By 100 AD the Church has spread throughout the Empire and was organized into bishops, presbyters, deacons and faithful followers.  The Church was not local anymore it was universal, it was "Catholic".  The word Catholic as used by Saint Ignatius was used to distinguish those who were obedient to the authority of the bishops, the direct successors of the Apostles from those who were disobedient to the bishops making their own doctrine and practices.

Saint Ignatius of Antioch, who was a disciple of the Apostles, St. John and St. Peter, and was the third bishop of Antioch first used the word "Catholic" to describe the universal followers of Christ.  In his letter to the Smyrnaeans, he writes:

"You must all follow the lead of the bishop, as Jesus Christ followed that of the Father; follow the presbyter as you would the Apostles; reverence the deacons as you would God's commandment. Let no one do anything touching the Church, apart from the bishop. Let that celebration of the Eucharist be considered valid which is held under the bishop or anyone to whom he has committed it. Where the bishop appears, there let the people be, just as where Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church. It is not permitted without authorization from the bishop either to baptize or to hold an agape; but whatever he approves is also pleasing to God. Thus everything you do will be proof against danger and valid."

Saint Pacian, a bishop in Barcelona, Spain who died in 392 AD said, "If you want to know who I am...Christian is my name, Catholic is my surname."

Our name is Christian Catholic.  Catholic is our family name, where we come from, who we belong to.  Christian is our personality, how we live out being a disciple of Christ.  Just as a family is one family with many personalities.  Catholics are one family with many people living out different vocations as disciples.

We are Catholic if we believe and live out the teaching of Christ and His Church, if we are obedient to the authority of the Bishops, especially the Bishop of Rome, the Pope.  
If you are Catholic, you are Christian.
but

If you are Christian, you are not necessarily Catholic. 

