Saint Kim, Tae-gon (Andrew):
Father Kim Tae-gon Andrew was born on August 21, 1821, in Solmoe in the Naep’o area of Ch’ungch’ong Province.  His great grandfather, Kim Chin-hu Pius, was a son of a famous noble family in Solmoe and once was an official of the regional government.  When Kim Chin-hu was 50, his son, who was Catholic, urged him to be baptized.  After baptism he resigned from the officialdom and dedicated himself to the life of faith.  He was arrested during a persecution and died on February 20, 1814 after more than ten years of imprisonment.

His grandson Kim Che-jun Ignatius lived in Solmoe with is wife Ko Ursula who gave birth to Kim Taegon.  Kim Chae-jun was also martyred on September 26, 1839.  

Kim Tae-gon, who was born into this family of martyrs, was a man of excellent intelligence and strong personality.  He was also a man of deep faith.  When he was young, his family moved to Kolbaemasil in Kyonggi Province in order to escape from the severe persecutions.

Father Maubant visited his viliaage in 1836 and chose him as a seminarian.  He was 15 years old at that time.  He was taught by Father Maubant together with two other seminarians, Ch’oe Pang-je Francis and Ch’oe Yang-ob Thomas.  

The seminarians were sent to Macao.  They arrived at Macao on July 6, 1837, after eight months of travel.  The missionaries of the Far Eastern Procure of the Paris Foreign Mission Society in Macao welcomed the young seminarians.  The young Koreans studied theology, Latin, geography, history, French and many other subjects.  Twice they had to go to Manila, to escape from the Opium War.  One of them, Ch’oe Pang-je died in Macao in 1838.

In 1842, Kim Tae-gon left Macao as an interpreter for Admiral Cecil on board a French war ship.  He happened to be present at the Nankin Treaty.  After Admiral Cecile returned to France, Kim Tae-gon tried to enter his mother country with Bishop Ferreol through the strictly guarded northern frontiers of Korea, but all his attempts failed.  Kim tae-gon was ordained a deacon in 1844 in China.  He decided to come into Korea alone through Uiju, and arrived at Seoul on January 15, 1845.  For the sake of safety, he met only a few leading catechists.  He didn’t even see his mother, who was wandering around begging for food.

He was sick for about a month.  When he recovered he decided to lead the French missionaries by sea, and left Chemulp’o for Shanghai in a small wooden boat.  Afer severe storms he safely reached Shanghai, where he was ordained a priest by Bishop Ferreol on August 17, 1845, thus becoming the first Korean priest.

At the end of August, 1845, he returned to Korea with Bishop Ferreol and Father Daveluy by boat.  They drifted to Cheju Island first, after severe storms.  Then they reached Kanggyong in Ch’ungch’ong Province in October of the same year.  Father Kim was able to meet his mother for only a short time.

He tried to contact Chinese fishermen on Yonp’yong Island in order to have them lead Father Ch’oe Yang-ob and the French missionaries waiting in China into the country.  But he was arrested on the island on June 5, 1846.  He was sent to the central prison in Seoul.  The king and some of his ministers did not want to kill Father Kim Tae-gon because of his lofty personality and his immense knowledge of western studies and foreign languages.  But many ministers insisted on sentencing him to death.

Father Kim Andrew wrote a last letter in prison addressed to his people.  This is the only letter written in Korean of more than 20 letters he wrote.  The following are a few excerpts from that letter.

“Dear brethren!…Meeditate on the fact that from eternity God created all things in heaven and earth and let men, whom He made according to his image, be in charge of the world.

“There are many miserable and sad things in the world.  If we were born once in this difficult and miserable world and didn’t know the Master, Who had crated us, our lives wouldn’t be worth living and would be useless.  We have been born in this world and baptized by the grace of the Lord as His disciples.  Although the fact that we are Christians is important, if there is no internal sincerity, of what use would that be?  Our baptism would be vain, and it would be better for us not to be born than to be unfaithful to Our Lord…

“My dear brethren!  Keep in mind that Our Lord Jesus has come to this world, suffered a great deal of pain, and founded and fostered His Church by pain and suffering… Since the Catholic Church was introduced into Korea 50 or 60 years ago, our people have suffered many severe persecutions and many Catholics, including myself, have been put in prison.  How agonizing it is for us to suffer as one body and how humanly sad it is for us to part!  As the Holy Bible says that Our Lord takes care of even our tiniest hair, aren’t these persecutions according to His providence?  We must follow Our Lord’s providence…

“In this difficult time, to be victorious, we must be steadfast using all of our strength and capabilities like brave soldiers fully armed in the battlefield.  

“You must love and help one another, and wait hopefully for the time when Our Lord in His mercy will relieve our sufferings.  Whatever happens, behave in such a way that God will be glorified.

“Twenty of us here in prison are doing well, thanks to Our Lord.  After we die, take care of the bereaved families.

“There are many things to say, but it is impossible to say everything, so I must close this letter.  We will soon go out to the battlefield.  Be steadfast, and let us meet in Heaven… I send you my kiss and love…God will soon send you a much better pastor than I…” (Kim Andrew, Vicar General).

After three months of imprisonment, Father Kim was beheaded on September 16, 1846, in Saenamt’o by the Han River.  He was 26 years old when he was martyred.  Just before his death, he made a farewell sermon, saying, “My eternal life is beginning now.”, and he calmly and courageously received from God the glorious crown of martyrdom.  The feast of Father Kim Tae-gon Andrew is July 5.

Saint Chong, Ha-sang (Paul):

Chong Ha-sang Paul was born in 1795 in Mahyon, Yanggungun in Kyonggi Province.  He came from a traditional noble family belonging to Namin.  His father, Chong Yak-jong Augustine, was martyred on April 8, 1801, and his mother, Yu So-sa Cecilia, was martyred on November 23, 1839.  His sister, Chong Chong-hye Elizabeth, was martyred in the same year.  His elder brother, Chong Ch’ol-sang Chargles, was martyred in 1801 with his father.  This was a family of martyrs.  Chong Yak-yong, one of the greatest scholars of Korea, and Chong Yak-jon are his uncles.

After his father, who had written a catechism book (Important Doctrines of Catholicsm), was martyered in 1801, the whole family suffered much.  Paul was just seven years old.  All their properties were confiscated, and the family wandered about in extreme poverty.  But due to his devout mother, Paul kept his faith.

At the age of 20, he left his mother and sister at home and went to Seoul.  He tried to rebuild the Catholic Church which was struggling without a priest.  He decided to try to bring missionaries into the country to revitalize the Church.

Paul went to Cho Tong-som Justin, a great scholar, who had gone to Hamgyong province for Chinese studies.  Although Paul was a man of the nobility, he humbled himself to become the servant of an interpreter, who used to frequent Peking.  In 1816, he went to Peking and asked the bishop of Peking to send missionaries to Korea.  In Peking, he was solemnly confirmed and received all of the sacraments including Holy Communion.

On his visit to Peking, in 1817, Paul obtained a promise from the bishop of Peking to send a missionary to Korea.  But the missionary died before he could enter Korea.  In the following year Paul sought assistance for his efforts from the newly baptized Yu Chin-gil, Cho Shin-ch’ol and also Chong Yak-yon, an uncle who was in exile in Kang-jin.  So, his efforts to bring missionaries into Korea continued.

Paul and his group sent a letter to the Pope in Rome appealing to him to send missionaries to Korea.  They also kept writing to the bishop of Peking for missionaries.  Their unceasing voices were finally heard in Rome.  On September 9, 1831, the Vicariate Apostolic of Korea was formally established, and the Parish Foreign Mission Society was asked to be in charge of the Church in Korea.

Paul traveled to Peking nine times and three times to the Korean-Manchurian border.  Yu Chin-gil Augustine went to Peking many times.  The revitalization of the Church in Korea was due greatly to their unselfish dedicated efforts.  Whenever missionaries came into Korea, Paul met them at the border in Uiju.  He introduced Bishop Laurent Imbert into Korea, had him stay in his home and served him during his ministry.

Bishop Imbert highly esteemed Paul’s faithfulness, and decided to make him a priest.  He taught him Latin and theology.  However, a new persecution erupted, and the bishop had to escape to Suwon.

While Paul was waiting for martyrdom, he wrote Sangje-sangso (A Letter to the Prime Minister) to be submitted to government officials in case of his arrest in order to defend the Catholic faith.  This is the first book of apologetics in Korea.  Even the enemies of the Church were impressed by its eloquent contents.

Paul was finally arrested in 1839 with his mother and sister.  He and Yu Chin-gil were considered the leaders of the Church, which introduced foreign missionaries into Korea.  Therefore the tortures the received were far more severe than others.  Paul endured all those severe tortures, and finally was beheaded outside the Small West Gate of Seoul on September 22, 1839, at the age of 45.

Chong Ha-sang Paul is considered a leading figure in the Church.  He rehabilitated the Church, which was in danger of annihilation because of the severe persecutions, and made the establishment of the Vicariate Apostolic of Korea possible.

Saint Yu, Tae-ch’ol (Peter):
Yu Tae-ch’ol Peter was only 13 years old when he was martyred.  His father, Yu Chin-gil Augustine, was martyred, but his mother wouldn’t become a Catholic, and tried very hard to hinder her son from practicing his faith and to force him to offer sacrifices to the ancestors.  His mother and his sister asked Peter why he wouldn’t obey his mother.  Peter gently replied that it wasn’t proper to obey the mother and disobey the Heavenly King and the Father of all creatures.  In other matters, except faith, Peter obeyed his mother faithfully and tried not to offend his family.

When the persecution broke out, Peter had an ardent desire to be a martyr.  Deeply moved and impressed by the heroic example of his imprisoned father and other martyrs, young Peter couldn’t control his emotional love for God and gave himself up to the government authorities in July of 1839.  After interrogations the judge found out that Peter was the son of a Catholic family and put him in prison.  Peter was taken to the court.  The judge tried every means to have Peter deny God.  Peter was persuaded, threatened and tortured, but would not deny God.

One day a prison guard hit Peter hard on his leg with a long tobacco pipe, and a piece of his flesh was torn off.  The prison guard said:  “Do you still believe in God?”  Peter answered:  “Yes, I certainly do.  I am not afraid of being hit.”  The prison guard threatened to put a burning charcoal into Peter’s mouth.  Peter opened his mouth and said that he was ready.  The prison guard couldn’t bring himself to put the charcoal into Peter’s mouth.  All those in prison admired his courage.  One day Peter was beaten so severely that he fainted.  After his fellow inmates helped him recover consciousness, he said: “Don’t worry.  I will not die because of this pain.”

Peter was interrogated 14 times and was tortured on 14 different occasions.  He was whipped 600 times and beaten with a cudgel 45 times.  His whole body was covered with wounds, his bones were broken and his flesh was torn off.  But it is truly miraculous that young Peter always had a happy, smiling face.  His courage can truly be called a miracle!  His love of God seemed to change his face and ridicule the torturing adults.  Peter took a piece of flesh falling off his shoulder and threw it to the prison guard.  Everybody around him was surprised and embarrassed.  No one could believe that a young boy of 13 years of age was so severely tortured, but there were at least 10 witnesses who testified to Peter’s tortures and courage.

The government officials wanted to beat Peter to death, but courageous Peter didn’t die.  So he was strangled to death in prison on October 31, 1839 at the age of 13.  

Yu Peter is one of the greatest martyrs of Korea.  He is a model for all Korean children.  Korea is very proud of the youngest of its 103 Martyr Saints.

Saint Hyon, Song-mun (Charles):
Hyon Song-mun Charles was beheaded three days after Father Kim Andrew.  Charles is the one who introduced Bishop Imbert into Korea and helped Father Chastan get around to different mission stations.

He was born in Seoul in 1799.  His father was martyred in 1801 and his wife and children died in prison in 1839.  His sister, Hyon Benedicta, was also martyred later.  Charles dedicated his whole life to helping the missionaries and the Catholics.  The Holy See’s document praised him, saying:  “His contributions are many, and he had high virtues and a warm, gentle, simple personality.”

In 1838, when the persecution started,  Charles wanted to give himself up to the government authorities to testify to his faith but the missionaries stopped him from doing so and told him to remain alive to take care of the Catholics.  Bishop Imbert, before his martyrdom, entrusted the Korean Church to Charles.  This fact shows how highly the bishop and the Catholic people regarded him.  Charles encouraged the new Catholics and went around to different mission stations to take up collections for the poor people and to take care of the spiritual life of the people.

When the persecution was over, he edited short stories of the martyrs (Kihae Diary) for distribution among the Catholics.  He sent messengers to Peking frequently to have contact with missionaries.  He accompanied Father Kim Andrew on his stormy voyage to Shanghai in a small wooden boat.  After he returned to Seoul, he risked the danger of having Father Kim’s house registered in his name.  When Charles heard of Father Kim’s arrest, he moved all the church money and properties to a new house he had bought.

A few days later the police easily captured Charles in his new house.  The porter who transported Charles’ cargo led the way for them.  When the captors rushed into the house, they found Kim Theresa, Yi Agatha, Chong Catherine, U Susanna and few other women.  It was July 10, 1846.  All of them were arrested together.  In prison Charles encouraged his fellow prisoners.  

Some say that Charles was severely tortured, and others say that he was exempt from torture.  Anyhow, he was sentenced to be beheaded.  According to the government record (Hyongjong-shillok), Hyon Song-mun Charles was sentenced to be beheaded on September 19,1846 (July 20 accoording to the lunar calendar).  Another government record (Sungjongwon Diary) shows the same thing.

Charles was beheaded in Saenamt’o on September 19, 1846 and he died peacefully and courageously according to the testimony of Kim Catherine.  He was 50 years old when he was martyred.

Saint Chon, Kyong-hyob (Agatha):
Chon Kyong-hyob Agatha was born in Seoul, and her parents were pagan.  After her father died when she was young, she lived in extreme poverty.  A court lady by the name of An Hyong-gwang helped Agatha and lived with her.  A few years later Agatha’s brother tried to get her married, but he court lady wouldn’t let her go.  Agatha was also listed as a court lady.  She became a Catholic under the influence of Pak Lucy, one of the court ladies.  Agatha thought the luxurious life of the court might hinder her spiritual life, so she pretended to be sick and left the court.  Agatha lived with Lucy, dedicating herself to prayer, devotional reading and virtue.  People admired her, and she converted many of them to Catholicism.  She didn’t complain even in extreme poverty and poor health.  She was just waiting to be arrested.

When she was arrested, she was more severely tortured because she was a court lady.  The police chief interrogated her.  

“How can you believe a heresy as a court lady?”  

“My religion is not a heresy, because I believe in God as the Creator of angels, men and all things.”

Since the police chief couldn’t make Agatha deny her religion, he sent her to the higher court, in which she was interrogated again.  

“It is a greater crime for a court lady to believe in heresy.  Deny your god and reveal where your Catholic people and the Catholic books are hidden.”

“I can’t do that even if I have to die ten thousand times.”

She was beaten so severely that her flesh was torn apart, her bones were broken and her blood fell profusely to the ground, but she wouldn’t surrender.  Even non-Catholics admired her courage.

Agatha’s brother was a pagan and a high ranking government official.  He was afraid to lose the king’s favor, and tried hard to make Agatha give up her religion.  But she wouldn’t succumb even to her brother’s wish.  Her brother then tried to kill her.  He sent a poisoned egg cake to his sister in prison.  Being suspicious, Agatha pierced the cake with a hairpin.  The hairpin’s color changed as soon as it touched the cake, so she didn’t eat it.  Then her brother bribed the highest ranking executioner to beat Agatha to death.  But the executioner didn’t kill her.  Agatha’s niece, her brother’s daughter, said that it was really miraculous that her aunt’s wounds were completely healed in a day.  Agatha heard that her brother requested that she should stay in prison permanently.  She prayed that she might be beheaded for her faith.  Her wish was fulfilled.

Agatha was beheaded, as she wanted, outside the Small West Gate on September 26, 1839, with eight other Catholics.  She was 53 years old at the time.

Saint Yu, So-sa (Cecilia):
Yu So-sa Cecilia was the second wife of the famous Chong Yak-jong Augustine, martyred in 1801, and the mother of Chong Ha-sang Paul and Chong Chong-hye Elizabeth.  Cecilia became a Catholic by the persuasion of her husband, and showed a great deal of courage and faith.  When her husband was arrested, she was also arrested with her three children.  She was released later with her children, but all her properties were confiscated.  She went to live with her husband’s brother in Majae (Hahyon) in Kwangju, Kyonggi Province, but he didn’t treat her well.

Most of her relatives were martyred, including her children, Paul and Elizabeth.  One night she dreamed of her martyred husband, who told her in the dream that he had built a house in Heaven with eight rooms, of which five were occupied and three were vacant, reserved for her and their remaining children.  Indeed, five of her eight family members had already been martyred.  The dream was a source of great encouragement for Cecilia.

Her son, Chong Ha-sang Paul, was deeply involved in getting foreign missionaries into Korea, and Cecilia had been separated from him for many years.  The separation was a painful trial for her.  When Paul became an assistant to the bishop and other priests, she followed them and lived with her son.

She was too old to do any work, so she spent her time in prayer.  Her charity was so great that she sometimes fasted to feed others.

In 1839, one of her nephews provided a house in the countryside for Cecilia and asked her to come down to escape from the persecution.  But Cecilia refused to go and said that she wanted to be martyred with her son Paul.

Cecilia was arrested on July 19, 1839, at the age of 79.  Despite her age, she was treated as an important criminal, probably due to her family’s fame.  Since she refused the demand of the police chief to give up her faith and reveal the whereabouts of her fellow Catholics, she was whipped 230 times during the first five interrogations.

Cecilia wanted to be beheaded to become a martyr, but the Korean law of that time prohibited an old person from being beheaded.  The judges tried to beat her to death, but she endured all the beatings with courage and patience.  She finally expired in prison on the bare ground, calling the names of Jesus and Mary.  It was November 23, 1839, and she was 79 years old.

Saint Yi, (Agatha):

Yi Agatha was put in prison with her father, Yi Augustine, and her mother, Kwon Barbara, on April 8, 1839, when she was 17 years old.

Agatha was repeatedly interrogated and tortured.  The police chief tried to persuade her to renounce her faith.  Since he was not successful, he used violent means to force her to surrender.  He was surprised that even violence was not effective.  The young girl endured the threats and tortures so courageously that the people around her could hardly believe the strength of divine grace.

It was a miracle that Agatha was able to preserve her virginity living among the prison guards who were like beasts.

The prison guards lied to her, telling her that her parents had given up their faith and had been released from prison.  Agatha answered for herself and for her brother Damian, saying:  “Whether or not our parents denied their religion is not our business.  We cannot deny God!”

Agatha was whipped 300 times and beaten 90 times.  All these sufferings, thirst, hunger and sickness did not discourage her.  Throughout all her sufferings she was thinking of her father, beheaded on May 24, 1839, and her mother, martyred on September 3, 1839, trying to imitate their examples.  Agatha, after nine months of imprisonment, was strangled to death in Seoul on January 9, 1840, at the age of 17.

Saint Hyon, Kyong-nyon (Benedicta):
Hyon Kyong-nyon Benedicta was a daughter of Hyon Kye-hum, martyred in 1801, a daughter-in-law of Ch’oe Ch’ang-hyon, martyered in 1801, and a sister of Hyon Song-mun Charles, martyred in 1846.

Benedicta married a son of the glorious martyr Ch’oe Chang-hyon in 1811, but her husband died three years later.  Since she had no children, she returned to her mother and made her living by sewing, thanking God for her peaceful life.

The people around her admired her for her pious and peaceful life, dedicated to prayer, meditation, and spiritual reading.  Benedicta made some money from sewing, but she gave the money away.  She also made great efforts for other people’s sanctification, teaching illiterate catechumens, encouraging lukewarm Catholics, consoling sad people, taking care of the sick and baptizing pagan children in danger of death.  During visits of the missionaries, she gathered the Catholics in her home to prepare them for the sacraments.

At an early stage of the persecution, Benedicta, who had become a catechist, was in hiding, but she was arrested in June or July.  As the government officials knew that Benedicta was a sister of Hyon Song-mun Charles, who played an important role for the missionaries, they tortured her more severely in order to find out where her brother was hiding.  She was interrogated eight times.  The police tortured her very severely to get information about the missionaries.  But their greedy efforts were in vain due to the strong will of Benedicta.  After she was moved to a higher court, she as beaten so severely that she could hardly move her legs.  The wounds on her body were so deep and pus oozed out ceaselessly.  She also suffered from cholera in prison.

Benedicta sent a letter to her brother Charles.  The letter is not preserved today, but many Catholics, who read the letter, were deeply impressed.  A few hours before her execution she had a sound sleep.  She was happy to be taken outside the Small West Gate to be beheaded with six other Catholics on December 29, 1839.  Benedicta was 46 years old when she was martyred.

