	The Roman Empire

Pax Romana

Julius Ceasar assassinated in 44BC.

Octavian (Augustus) began ruling in 27BC.  Augustus means “Venerable”

Empire made up of cities with three roles the cities provided for.

- worship of god

- justice 

- welfare of the people

Hellenistic culture in existence since 323 BC begun by Alexander the Great.
Diagram of Maslow's hierarchy of needs.





1. Food, Drink
2. Shelter, Safety
3. Love/Belonging (Friendship)


4. Esteem (Status; Success)


5. Actualization (To be who you are meant to be)
	Religions of Pax Romana

All relgions sought the will of the divine by divination (telling the future), dream and oracle and attempted to gain alliance through prayer and sacrifice.

Civic Religion

Family and Community gods, very individualistic with very little structure just personal devotion.  Modern Hinduism with four principles of 

- dharma (virtue, righteous)

- artha (material wealth)

- kama (pleasure)

- moksha (salvation)

Artha & Kama are like a river while dharma and moksha are the edge of the river.

Ultimately you choose and worship your own gods; try to live by a moral code.

Before Mohammed (600AD) the Arab people would have a god for each day of the year.  Mohammed smashed all the gods and said there is only one Allah. 

Modern day Vodoo

Mystery Cults

Astrology, fertility rites, brotherhoods.

Fertility rites of Baal

- offerings from the land

- sexual intercourse to increase fertility

- offer the fruits of intercourse through human sacrifice.

Wisdom (next column)

Five Categories of “Faith”

- Atheist (no god)

- Pagan (polytheist)

- Jew, Muslim (monotheist)

- Christian (Christ is God)

- Catholic (Christ & Church)

Paganism is preparation for Christianity.
	Wisdom 

(Schools of Thought)

Epicureanism (307BC)

Materialism which attacked 

Religion, cults.

Happiness = freedom from fear; no bodily pain.

There are gods but they don’t car or matter.

Death is not bad

Ascetic life free from any disturbances

Platonism (347BC)

Being & the Becoming

Form & Reality

Forms are being and intelligible

Happiness = contemplating and action (becoming like the form); rise to knowledge of the form; confer moral/political order

Stoicism (264BC)

Passions & Emotions distort Truth; Truth comes from within.  

Happiness = By mastery and self-control one can discover the Truth from within.

"Say to yourself in the early morning: I shall meet today ungrateful, violent, treacherous, envious, uncharitable men. All of these things have come upon them through ignorance of real good and ill... I can neither be harmed by any of them, for no man will involve me in wrong, nor can I be angry with my kinsman or hate him; for we have come into the world to work together..." 

4 virtures of Stoicism

Wisdom, Courage, Justice, Temperance

LOGOS – universal reason

Externals such as health, success, senses are no good and bring about a sickness of the soul.



