Pope Innocent III (1198–1216)

Three big pressing issues of papacy and his response.

1. Muslims and the capture of Jerusalem by Saladin 1187. (call the 4th Crusade, which ended in disaster and caused even more problems with the #2 issue)

2. Schism between East and West (called the Fourth Lateran Council [see back page] which asked the East to come back inline with the West)

3. Cathars (Albigensianism), which was leading Catholics away from the Faith and swaying the opinion of Feudal leaders (Preaching and reform and then a crusade that lasted 20 years, to win back Cathar areas and those who had left the faith.

“The little boat of St. Peter is beaten by many storms and tossed about on the sea.  But it grieves me most of all that...there are now arising, more unrestrainedly and injuriously than ever before, ministers of diabolical error who are ensnaring the souls of the simple.  With superstitions and false inventions they are perverting the meaning of the Holy Scriptures and trying to destroy the unity of the Catholic Church.”

The Cathars & Albigensianism

(Greek word for Pure)

1100 to 1300 (200 years)

Gnosticism – matter evil

Arianism – Jesus not God

Pelagianism – salvation by works

Iconoclasm – no matter (images)

All Heresy builds upon previous heresies.

Where were they? 

Bulgaria but mostly Southern France in the city of Albi (Albigensianism).

What did they believe?

- body created by evil

- spirit created by goodness

- Christ death & resurrection is an allegory.

- denial of the Trinity

- Christ not human but an angel

- Against anything that explicitly portrays Christ in human form (Crucifix, Eucharist)  

- Church is evil / corrupt for promoting Incarnation.

- anti-sacraments because sacraments were outward signs (matter) of inner Grace.

- Pro-Death, no marriage, no children (fornication, homosexuality and bestiality allowed as long as sex did not produce Children); no pregnancy and abortion if necessary

- Suicide by starvation is best way to die.

One Sacrament was “Consolamentum”  this was the final absolution of sin and was necessary to move from believer to perfect.  

Perfects 

austerity, starvation & suicide, self-denial, celibacy, vegans, poverty, no oaths or profanity, pacifism
Believers 

desired to one day move to be a perfect (receive Consolamentum) but in the mean time lived very secular lives.  Believed in the major tenants but followed at a distance.  For believers it was a slow process to more from the worldly realm to the purely spiritual.  
Why would people want to 
belong to this religion?
1. Corruption of the Church; bishops and abbots that focus solely on WORLDLY goods such as money, land and power.  People saw that the perfects tried to be holy and people were impressed with this.  The same reason why St. Benedict, St. Francis and St. Dominic gained such a following, so quickly.

2. Lack of solid preaching and education from clergy to the people, the people did not know truth.  If you don’t STAND for the truth you will FALL to falsehood.

3. Feudal Lords and Leaders took the Cathar side including Peter II of Aragon and Raymond VI of Toulouse (whose wife was a perfect) for the following reasons:
1. to fight against the Church who was the largest landowner (land)

2. to fight against French King who was an ally of the Church.

French civil war between the Catholic North and the Cathar South.  Southern French Knights used (Albingensianism) to rally again the Church and seize land from bishops and abbots but force setting up Albingensian cities.  Papal response to the Cathars
Papal response to the Cathars

The Pope believed that the Cathars were a greater threat than Muslims.
1. Sent the Cistercians (two Cardinals) to the region to preach and win back the people.

2. In 1198, St. Dominic and the Bishop he was under to the region to again preach and win back the people this was somewhat successful but not completely.  St. Dominic uses the Rosary which he was given by Mary to defeat the pro-death Cathars.  The Rosary Mary said would be his sword and he would be a great knight.  Through the mysteries St. Dominic preach the pro-life Gospel to the people to win them back.  The mysteries are everything the Cathars were against.  Also when the Church forbid the private reading of scripture in 1229, the Rosary was a way to stay connected to the key elements of the Gospel.  The Rosary is truly the highlight film of the life of Christ and Our Lady, a little Gospel.  Here are how some of the mysteries of the Rosary are opposite of Cathar teaching.

Annunciation – An angel (pure spirit) bows down and hails to a human (matter) to the Cathar spirit is good and matter evil.

Visitation – Two pregnant women rejoicing in their pregnancy that God gave them, to the Cathar pregnancy was avoided.

Nativity – The Word becomes Flesh, to the Cathar Flesh is evil and for God to take on Flesh in the Incarnation is not possible.

Presentation in the Temple – Mary and Joseph take an oath by offering Jesus in the Temple, an oath to raise Him, in Holiness according to Faith.  Cathar’s did not believe in oaths.

Agony in the Garden, Scourging at the Pillar, Crowning of Thorns, Carrying of the Cross and the Crucifixion – With the Sorrowful mysteries there is NO doubt that Christ IS human, not a mere spirit or angel, He is Flesh and Blood, He is matter, He is so much Flesh and Blood that His Flesh is torn and his Blood shed.  Cathars did not believe Christ was a human but just an angel and they wanted to destroy Crucifixes preferring just a empty Cross.

Resurrection – Resurrection of the What?  Of the BODY!  Christ is risen from the dead and we to will be risen from the dead.  Our Body which the Cathars believe is evil will be raised and perfected.

Ascension – Jesus is taken up into heaven to sit at the right had of the Father.  He leaves THE CHURCH with the Pope in charge on earth as His vicar.  The priests are in persona Christi.  The Cathars did not like the Pope are the authority of the Church.

Descent of the Holy Spirit – Sent by the Father and Son, The Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the Cathars did not believe in the Trinity.

Assumption of Mary – Mary is a human and is consumed BODY and SOUL into heaven.  Cathars once again believe the body is evil and here we have a purely human person being brought into heaven.  Not only does this show a respect for the good of the Body but it shows that God can make human’s perfect and did so with the Virgin Mary.

The Crowning of Mary – Not only is Mary assumed into heaven but she (a mere human) is then crowned by the Trinity.  For the Cathar this would have been way too much to handle.

St. Dominic used the Rosary (the little Gospel) to spread the truth.  The rosary is a weapon, a great sword that cut deep into the Cathar heresy and preserved the TRUTH among the people.

3. 1209 Peter of Castelnau was murdered, most likely Raymond VI was involved, this action by the Cathars forced Pope Innocent to move from peaceful means (preaching) to physical means, as he called for a Crusade promising full spiritual benefits and the right to seized lands.  

4. Battle of Beziers; 500 Cathars said to be in city; 6000 people were massacred.  The papal legate is said to have said, “Kill them all, let God sort our the good ones.”  This one battle is one of the sore marks of the Church.  Like the 1st Crusade and the 4th Crusade, the Knights proved to be unholy, un-controllable, and scandalous.  This was first and worst of the battles. 
5. Simon de Montfort leads Crusades from 1209 to 1229, his goal was to win back Cathar cities and put in place those faithful to the Church.  Ultimately it was a 20 year chess match which would determine city by city whether the people would be Catholic or Cathar.  During this same time 3 Crusades were going on in the Holy Land (Fourth 1202-04; Fifth 1217-21; Sixth 1228).
6. Battle of Toulouse in 1215 Simon had 1,000 men; Peter of Aragon had 100,000.  St. Dominic said Mass for the Simon’s army while men were still on their horses, Simon’s army captures Toulouse and continues to win city by city, bring people back to the truth Faith.
7. 1215 - Fourth Lateran Council is called by Pope Innocent III.  St. Francis and St. Dominic both attended and met each other.  The Council made firm statements against Cathars, addressed issues that needed reform and began the process of the Inquisition.
- Dogma of Transubstantiation (1) 

- Penalties against heretics (2)

- Holy Communion / Confession once a year (21)

- curb the wealth of bishops and insist on morals (6)

- reform Clerical Celibacy (14-17)

- No new orders (13)

- Jews and Muslims had to wear special dress so they would suffer inquisition (78, 79)
8. Council of Toulouse in 1229 forbid the use of the Bible except for priests, bishops, religious.  Only prayer books allowed.  Before the Church promoted translation into the vernacular but the Cathars were perverting Scripture so the Church wanted to stop this abuse.

War was not working and the Knights could not be controlled.  Pope Innocent III realized that he cannot control the Knights who in both commit scandals against Christ and the Church.  In the 4th Crusade they sack Constantinople and in 1209 they kill 6000 innocent.

9. For 20 years the papacy had attempted to get rid of heretics by the SWORD and in 1229 Gregory IX puts in place the Inquisition (run by the Dominicans – God’s watch dogs) to try to get rid of heresy using the SCALPLE.

