Charlemagne (Father of Europe)
Charlemagne was a 6’4” Aryan warrior who in his life:

- was crowned Holy Roman Emperor (800AD) by St. Leo III

- advance the Frankish kingdom in over 50 battles against the Avars, Saxons, Vikings, Moors.  He truly is the Father of Europe.

- Although he loved and respected the Church he still have barbarian ethics.  Charlemagne had 4 wives, mistresses and 18 total children, 8 of whom were illegitimate.

Charlemagne was not only the Father of Europe but the protector and guardian of the Church.

Did Charlemagne need the Church, the Pope?  NO and YES

NO – he had land, power and authority.
YES – Charlemagne could conquer and secure land but the big question of Charlemagne and any conquering army is what to do once you conquer.  Charlemagne could give the people in his kingdom only protection, but he wanted to give more he wanted to give culture, education, life.

Conquering people can either bring life or death.  Those like the Vikings and Barbarians who only fight and conquer for wealth and selfish power only bring poverty, pillage, rape and death to those they conquer.  Those like Charlemagne who conquer for noble reasons strive to bring culture, education, stability, freedom, education and more.
Charlemagne was illiterate, it was not the business of a warrior to learn how to read and write.  He did speak and understand Latin, Greek and German.  And his advisors read to him constantly, his favorite book was St. Augustine’s “City of God”.

Charlemagne knew his limits and his role and knew he could not give to his people all that they needed so he  turned and depended on the Church to give culture and life to his new kingdom.  What the Church does best is to give life.

Frankish Sword + Catholic Faith = successful Empire.

Help from England & Ireland
While Spain was busy fighting the Moors and Italy, France, Germany and the East fighting each other, the Turks and other invaders.  England and Ireland because it was isolated has the peace it needed to form and grow in holiness without many of the distractions mainland Europe experienced.

It was in the Benedictine monasteries of England and Ireland that the Church was slowly forming great Saints that would save and reform Europe.

If Benedict did not withdraw from the corruption of Rome and reform society through monastic life there would be no monasteries, no cells in which formation would take place.

If Gregory the Great (a Benedictine) would not have sent missionaries to England and St. Patrick did not go to Ireland the two great islands would be pagan strongholds.

Three great Saints who lived 200 years before Charlemagne completely transformed and help Europe through there life and selfless work for the salvation of all.

Catholic Culture Creators

(St. Boniface and Alcuin)
St. Boniface was a British Benedictine who wanted to be a missionary, he first traveled to Frisa (Holland) where he was unsuccessful, he traveled to Rome and was asked by the Pope to be the Bishop of Germany.  

St. Boniface blessed and had a great relationship with Pepin the Short and spent his life setting up the infrastructure of the Church in what would become Charlemagne’s Europe.  He also began reforming the priests and bishops of Europe. St. Boniface set up dioceses and parishes all over Europe.

He is famous for boldly challenging and defeating paganism in Germany.  Once he chopped down a pagan sacred oak tree which the pagans worshipped and believed to be a god.  The pagans believed that St. Boniface would never be able to chop it down and knew that if he tried he would die.  St. Boniface chopped it down proving to the pagans that his god was greater.  As any good pagan, the Germany chief and his whole tribe seeking to honor the most powerful God, converted to Catholicism.  The challenge to those who would follow St. Boniface was to educate the newly converted pagans.

Alcuin, also a Benedictine English monk and student of St. Bede traveled to Europe and met Charlemagne.  Charlemagne was so impressed with his knowledge that he asked him to be his advisor.  He was second to Charlemagne.  Charlemagne conquered and protected and Alcuin ran the kingdom creating a Catholic Culture where once there was a pagan culture. The following are some of the areas of Culture that Alcuin and Charlemagne created which would forever change and establish the foundation of Catholic Europe.
- Unify the liturgy (Holy Mass) mostly according to the Roman liturgy

- reform among the priesthood, priests were essential to the creation of culture and education in the empire.  Priests were educated as well as required to live a semi-monastic life praying the liturgy of the hours

- priests founded and ran parish schools which were free, priest was spiritual leader of community and school master.

- bishops founded and ran cathedral schools which became the foundation of the university with 7 subjects started by Alcuin: astronomy, music, math, geometry (sciences) and logic, grammar, rhetoric (arts).

- Carolingian miniscule (the use of upper and lower case letters and spaces between words was developed and taught so that people could read faster and with ease.
Is France a “Catholic Nation” today
In 496 Clovis was converted and Baptized, the father of France; Charlemagne made Catholicism the foundation of France and St. Louis has been called the perfect King also in France, so what has France become!

A poll published in Le Monde des Religions (1/11/07) showed the number of self-declared French Catholics had dropped from 80% in 90s and 67% in 2000 to 51% today (10% of  51% are practicing Catholics) 
The number of atheists has risen to 31% from 23% in 1994. "In its institutions, but also in its mentalities, France is no longer a Catholic country," wrote Frederic Lenoir, editor in chief of Le Monde des Religions.
Has all that “Catholic France” gained and created with Charlemange and Alcuin come to nothing?
