The Aztecs

In the 1500’s there were 15 million people in the Aztec Empire.  There were 371 towns, but not all towns had temples, those that did have temples the temple was the center of the town much like the courthouse is in small towns or the Church was in European towns.

The Aztecs had two primary gods that they worshiped, a good god and a bad god (Gnostic paganism).  1000 human sacrifices were required by law each year from each town with a temple.

It is reported that there were about 50,000 human sacrifices each year in the Aztec empire, and the skulls were kept on racks to make sure the number was exact.

This could be the most gruesome civilization in the history of the world.  During a human sacrifice the person climbed to the top of the temple, was bent over backwards and then the priest cut them open in the chest and pulled out their beating heart.  The body was left in convulsions and then kicked over the side of the temple.  The limbs were eaten by the people in the town (cannibalism was allowed) and the rest of the body was given to animals.

In 1487 human sacrifice reached its height when a new pyramid was dedicated in Mexico City and 80,000 people were sacrificed non-stop for 4 days and 4 nights (this amounts to a person every 15 seconds)

Are they the most barbaric?

In America over 3,000 babies are aborted each day.  This is over 1 Million each year, this is 95,000 more human sacrifices than the Aztecs each year.  We are definitely more barbaric, yet we allow the killing because it is silent and no one sees the blood.

God shows His Mercy

Mary in her Magnificat says, “He has mercy on those who fear Him, in every generation.”  Although the Aztecs did not know Jesus Christ they did believe in the gods and feared the gods and it is this fear, obedience and love of a higher power which saved the Aztecs.

IN 987AD a Aztec priest and leader named Ce Acatl Topiltzin was kicked out of the Aztec empire because he did not approve of human sacrifices, he left to live with the Mayans but before leaving he gave a prophecy saying that he would return and end all human sacrifice.  The Aztecs took priests and gods seriously so they paid close attention not only to what he said but passed this prophecy to the next generations.  He gave the prophecy in the Aztec calendar which pointed to a day and a year he would return.

On the European calendar the year was 1519 and the day was Good Friday, a day Catholics remember the last and final human sacrifice of Christ, the God-Man.

Cortez and 500 Spanish arrived in the Aztec empire on Good Friday, 1519 and knew nothing of the prophecy.  It was the Spanish Catholic custom to wear black on Good Friday, ironically black was also worn by Aztec priests.  

When Montezuma II’s men came to greet the Spanish they would have assumed that the 501 men dressed in black was a fulfillment of the prophecy.  The priest (Cortez) had come back as predicted and brought 500 people with him.

Cortez trusted completely in God’s providence and had all of the ships sent away they were in Mexico to stay, dead or alive.

1. Marching into Mexico City they had a 10,000 to 1 odds of defeating the Aztecs.  They walked into the city with no blood shed.  Within the first year of being there Cortez had an altar, cross and image of Mary put on the  temple and Mass was said rather than human sacrifices.  At one point there were no human sacrifices for 3 months.

In 1521 after 93 days of fighting the Spanish and their Indian allies defeated the Aztecs (250,000 died) in the fighting.

In just 27 years from 1521, when Cortez took control to 1548, San Juan Diego’s death the majority of the region had converted.

From 1531, the appearance of Our Lady of Guadalupe to 1548 (17 years) 9 million people converted, that is 60% of the Aztec empire.

This rapid conversion did not happen merely because of military force but also because the Aztecs had a religion already, which was a preparation for Christianity.  A culture that valued human sacrifice would definitely appreciate and worship one true God who became man and He Himself became the one and only Sacrifice.  They to would appreciate the Mother of this God appearing the them, to one of their own and appearing as an Indian (Aztec). 

