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	Persians – at rule during the time of Muhammad, almost all Arab group trace roots back to the Persian Empire.  In 614 the Persians destroyed the Holy Sepulchre and capture the True Cross.  

Caliphates – Shia and tolerant to both Christian and Muslim, in rule from the time of Muhammad.

Some Caliphates were not so tolerant in 1009 the Holy Sepulchre was again destroyed, but later built back by a Muslim leader.

Seljuk Turks – Came to rule in 1071, Sunni group not tolerant, defeated Byzantine Emperor and were a constant threat.

Saladin – Kurdish, Sunni leader who was able to unite most of the Arabs, was somewhat tolerant to Christians.

Mongols – Buddhist group that threatened and killed anyone who in any way disrespected them. Helped the Christians by distracting the Muslims.

Mamluks – Slave Solider army from Egypt mostly Muslims, fought the Mongols and won, and then ended any hopes of Christian presence in the Holy Land through a massive massacre ending in 1289.  

Ottoman Turks – Remnants of the Seljuk Turks, would rule mostly Turkey til modern times, sack Constantinople (1453), and loose at Lepanto (1571). 

All who went were slaughtered or sold into slavery by the Turks. The people refuse to wait for the Crusader armies to come.  Peter the Hermit led the way.Anti-Semitic views especially in Germany as the people traveled to Constantinople.  Jews were thought to have killed Christ, cooperated with Muslims and even let the Muslims have control over the Holy Land.
	Byzantine armies protected pilgrims traveling to the Holy Land in 1027. The Seljuk Turks come to power and in 1071 were at battle with the Byzantine Army.  Franks, Normans and Romans had a united barrier against the Turks.

Byzantine Emperor Alexius felt threatened by the Turks (East) and was very suspicious of the Franks, Normans, Rome (West).  

He had to ask the West for help.  Urban II in 1088 directed all of Europe to:

1. save Byzantium

2. recapture Jerusalem

The Pope came to the aid of Byzantium even though the East and West were in Schism.

All Crusades had to go through Constantinople.  After asking for help from Europe, Alexius made the Crusaders take a oath not to conquer the Byzantine Empire & he made them stay outside the city.

After four years of fighting the Crusaders recaptured Syria, Lebanon and Israel including Jerusalem. 

European Lords set up feudal states in the middle East,, trade flourished, some adapted to the culture.

Crusaders put Jews and Muslims in Jerusalem to the sword.
	The French King and German Holy Roman Emperor travel with nobles and ladies to the Middle East to protect feudal states and to establish communities.  They fail to unite and are slaughtered or sold into slavery after loosing at Damascus.

Preached by St. Bernard of Clairvaux who was upset with the amount of misdirected violence and the slaughter of the innocent.

MONKS OF WAR:

The feudal states in the Middle East, the ports and the Holy Land were in need of constant protection so three groups rise up to protect the Kingdom of Jerusalem and other lands.

Knights of the Templar - St. Bernard writes a rule, which is approved by the Pope.  These warrior monks live as normal monks with the vows but they are fighters.  Their penance and fasting is the hard rigorous physical training they go through.

Hospitallers – order know to fight but began by housing and healing pilgrims.

Teutonic Knights - who began in 1199 also began by taking care of pilgrims.

 
	Renaud who was a knight became a pirate and sailed down the red sea in attempt to destroy the grave of Muhammad.  

This didn’t work but he was able to kidnap Saladin’s sister.  The Great Saladin was ruler of Egypt, Syria and Mesopotamia.

At the Battle of Hattin, the Crusaders,  were outnumbered but fought anyway and were defeated by Saladin and his army.  

Saladin personally executed Renaud, had all Hopitallers and Templars killed.  He then took back Jerusalem.

Instead of killing all the Christians (women and children) inside the walls he sold all 15,000 into slavery.

The Trinitarians

1198 – St. John of Matha forms the Trinitarians, a group who would go to the slave markets and buy Christian slaves and set them free.  This group was dedicated and trusted Mary for the finances to free thousands and thousands of slaves, in gratitude St. John honored Mary under the title “Our Lady of Good Remedy” her feast day is October 8.  


	Europe did not want to end in defeat and with all of their land now taken by Saladin, Pope Gregory VIII called the 3rd Crusade to:

1. Recover Jerusalem

2. Reunite the feudal princes.

In 1189, Frederick Barbaross the German Emperor united with Richard the Lion Heart of England.The Crusaders again ran into problems at Constantinople.

1. The Balkans were in rebellion with Constantinople and the Crusaders had to go through the Balkans.  The Emperor feared that the Crusaders would team up with the rebelious Balkans.

2. The Byzantine Emperor made a alliance with Saladin.

3. The Byzantine Emperor kidnapped and held hostage some of the Crusaders.

4. The Emperor did not allow the Crusaders to enter city.

The leader Frederick drowned on the way and the Crusaders either gave up or went home.

Richard and Saladin agree to:

Jerusalem in Saladin’s care but unarmed Christians can have safe passage.  Catholics control the ports but allow passage to Muslims for trade.  
	Saladin dies in 1193

Innocent III calls for a Crusade to recapture Jerusalem but advises that Crusaders go through Egypt not Constantinople.

The navy of Venice, Genoa and Pisa will transport but ask Crusaders to pay lots of money, money they don’t have.  Also the navy wants money from the Sultans of Egypt to keep trade going.  The Italian city states will go with the best offer.

The Crusaders do not listen to the Popes advise and since they have no money they again go via Constantinople.  

- While in the Balkans.  The Venetians hire the Crusaders to take back the city of Zara, a port city now in Hungarian control.  Crusaders take back city in exchange for travel fare to Egypt.

- After their victory at Zara, Alexius the ex-Byzantine Emperor hires the Crusaders to put him back on the thrown, in exchange he will pay them $, restore Catholic and Orthodox and give Byzantine soldiers for the Crusade.

-Both these adventures were against the wishes of the Pope.

Alexius did not keep promise so Crusaders conquered and sacked the city, divided up spoils and installed a king and bishop reuniting the Church (East and West).

The Pope did not agree with the way the Crusade took place but could not help but support the re-unification of the East and West Church.  


