Church & State Relations 
(first 1000 years)
Nero & Sts. Peter and Paul

- Church persecuted by the State

Diocletian & St. Sebastian

- Church persecuted by the State even when they are loyal to the State

Constantine & St. Athanasus

- C & S unite to fight Arianism

Theodosius I & Ambrose

- State submits to Church authority and the Church set moral absolute

Theodoric & Boethius

- Pagan State depends on Church as advisor, morals and culture, Church depends on State for protection.

Charlemange & Alcuin

- State depends on Church as advisor, morals and culture, Church depends on State for protection.

Leo III & St. Gregory III

- State outlaws veneration of icons and the Church stands its ground showing its authority.  East vs. West

Henry IV & St. Gregory VII
Henry IV became king at age 6, but his mother and two archbishops were his regents til the time he could take the throne.  He was Catholic and surrounded by Church influence.  In 1069, St. Peter Damian a doctor of the Church even convinced him not to divorce his wife, Bertha.  The same issue of divorce would later cause Henry VIII to leave the Catholic Church.  The central issue of the time was Lay Investiture, secular leaders invested (chose) abbots, bishops and priests.  Secular leaders not the Church completely determined these appointments.  Kings especially were considered to be inspired by God or full of Grace having the power to appoint Church offices.  Some even considered Coronations as a Sacrament.  Lay Investiture lead to many abuses in which abbots, priests and bishops become mere puppets of the State and the holiness of the priesthood decayed, especially in the area of Celibacy.  In 1075, Pope St. Gregory VII outlawed Lay Investiture saying that the King is just a lay person like everyone else and no lay person as the right to appoint Church officials.  Here is what happened:

1075 – Gregory VII condemns Lay Investiture.  Henry IV refuses to obey the Popes decision and continues to appoint his own bishops.
1076 -  Henry IV deposes the Pope, and Gregory VII excommunicates the emperor.  With the excommunication all the Lords and subjects of Henry are legally free of their obligation to him.  Henry also faces a Saxon rebellion and civil war due to the excommunication.
1077 – Henry decided to repent walking to Rome and waiting outside in the snow (in January) for three days before the Pope receives him and brings him back into the Church.

1080 – Henry goes against his word and penance and is excommunicated again.

1081 – Henry moves his army to seize Rome.

1084 – Henry seizes Rome, captures the Pope.  The Normans (Vikings) come to the Pope’s aid, the Pope is free but then is kicked out of Rome by the people who don’t want problems.  Gregory VII volunteers to leave Rome to keep peace and finally dies in exile.

Henry elevates his own excommunicated archbishop to the papal throne (Clement II).

1085 – Gregory dies saying, “I have loved justice and therefore die in exile.”

1088 – Pope Urban II continues the great reform and work of Gregory VII

1099 – Pope Paschal II continues the great reform and work of Gregory VII
1105 – pressured by the Popes, Germans nobles and his own sons, Henry gives up his trown.
Gregorian Reform - 4 point plan 
St. Gregory VII, the 1st reformer
To reFORM, to form again, to go back to the original form.

1. College of Cardinals

Due to abuses and scandals involved in the election of the Pope, who was elected by mob rule, public opinion and politics, Gregory VII needed to reform the papal election.  How was the first Pope (St. Peter) elected.  By Jesus himself in Matthew 19:16.  The 11 apostles however had to accept this choice as a leader and be willing to submit to St. Peter which they did.  If you see the apostles as the precursors to the cardinals who are lead by the Holy Spirit in their voting, then the Holy Spirit chooses the Pope and the Cardinals (Apostles) who submit to the Holy Spirits choice.  The process of election by the College of Cardinals was so successful a reform that it is still used to this day.  This process alone is a testament to the holiness and unity of the Church.  Currently their are 193 Cardinals and 112 are able to vote.  Since there has to be a 2/3 vote to become Pope this means that 75 of 112 people have to agree upon one person.  This is amazing.  It took Benedict XVI 2 days to be elected.  There are currently 535 people in Congress (House and Senate), imagine if the Congress got together and had to choose the next President of the US from among themselves and had to have a 2/3 vote.  This would mean 357 people would have to agree upon the same person.  Could this happen in just 2 or 3 days as it does in Rome.  NEVER.  In fact they would never choose and we would never have a president. 

2. Lay Investiture & Simony
Enforced Church law against both, at the expense of being persecuted by state officials.  
See story of Henry IV and lesson on Alfred the Great.
3. Clerical Celibacy

The Church discipline has always been that Priests should be celibate.  This is a discipline not a doctrine so it means that it can change and there can be exceptions to the rule.  For example St. Peter our first Pope was married (Jesus healed his mother-in-law).  John Paul the Great allowed Episcopal Priests who converted and wished to be Catholic Priest to stay married, so within the Church we can have married priest.  In a reform we go back to tradition and to the apostles.  Jesus was celibate, St. Paul recommends celibacy and all of the early Church Fathers and Saints prior to Gregory VII were also celibate and supported celibacy.  

What is the nature the order of Priesthood?
Sex is natural, Priest give up sex, so priesthood us not natural?

Priest is not natural, it is super natural.

Marriage is natural (to have children and unite to another is the natural calling).  If everyone were called to be a priest and a sister this would go against nature and we would not be able to reproduce. 

The Celibate priesthood is a higher, supernatural calling.  It is not better or worse, it is different, it is ordered differently and this is why it is called Holy Orders.  A priest still has the natural desire and attraction for women but orders this attraction and desire toward God directly, a married person has the natural attraction to those of the opposite sex but directs their desire and attraction to one spouse and through that spouse give to God indirectly.  Both vocations serve as a means to the ultimate end which is God.

Priesthood and marriage are both ordered in the right direction, taking a natural desire and ordering it toward God, Homosexuality is at its root a disordered desire.  The desire and attraction for those of the same sex is not natural, and if acted upon is a dis-order. 

Marriage = natural desire & order

Priesthood = supernatural desire & order

Homosexuality = un-natural desire & dis-ordered if acted upon.

We first have to look at the way things are ordered.  All people are to be ordered to God, to go to God and give the gift of themselves to God.  God calls us to Himself (this is a Vocation).  

We are ordered toward God

God calls us toward Himself

We can give the gift of ourselves to God through that calling.

GOD

^
VOCATION

^ ^ ^ ^ ^
S.P.I.C.E (GIFT OF SELF)

What is the gift of self, we are: 

S – Spiritual 

P – Physical

I – Intellectual

C – Communicative / Creative

E – Emotional

We must give the gift of ourselves to God; we order our self to God.  
Our Vocation (single, consecrated, marriage, religious, priesthood) helps us give our self, order our self to God.  

The balance and complementary nature of both the natural (marriage) and supernatural (priesthood / religious) vocations gives life to the Church and this is why celibacy is a rule, a norm, a tradition of the Church.  Part of the reform was to support this tradition and fight for its holiness, its (HOLY ORDER).  Some people think it is crazy to become a priest of sister.  It is not crazy it is just, not natural.  Since modern man tends to think only about the natural and not the supernatural the vocation seems crazy.
Why are they Sacraments?

Both Holy Orders (Priesthood) and Marriage were instituted by Christ and are entrusted to the Church, they give GRACE.  We need GRACE to order our natural desires in the correct way.  It is the GRACE received in these Sacraments that help a person order their desire and themselves to God. 
4. Code of Cannon Law

In the begin was the WORD.  The heart of reform is to go back.  In the beginning, God formed everything with ORDER.  
Good laws (10 Commandments, the Beatitudes, etc) bring order.  
For the first 1000, the Catholic Church had many laws, many great codes on how to live in a holy, order way.  These directives came from several different sources including the Old Testament, the Gospel, The Church Fathers, St. Justin Martyr, St. Augustine and Doctors of the Church, various disciplines and codes that came out of the Church councils, various papal decrees, the works of philosophy like Aristotle and Boethius.  
In 1140 AD Gratian a Catholic Monk brought 3,800 different texts into unison, one text, which became the Code of Canon Law and the standard guide used by the Church.

This great legal work which set up not only a standard law but also rights of a baptized Christian became the basis of state charters and bill of rights.  For example the Magna Carta was formed in 1215 (75 years after cannon law).  The secular rulers took the lead of the Church and canon law very often influence and was even the foundation of secular law, courts, etc. 

You cannot have reform without set standard, set discipline. Once a law is in place it must be enforced.  Laws can be to strictly enforced leading to abuse or to loosely enforced leading to scandal. It is easy to see why the abuses of the Inquisition occur after Canon Law is formed by Gratian in 1140.
There must be a good middle ground in which but Justice (giving people what they are rightly due) and Mercy (pardon or lesser punishment) work together.  The Crucifixion is the PERFECT example of Justice and Mercy working hand in hand. 
