Heresy leads to more heresy
Gnosticism – matter is evil

Arianism – God can not become man

Pelagianism – no original sin

Iconoclasm – no reverence or veneration of sacred images

This new heresy arising in the 700’s has threads of old heresies including Gnosticism in that matter (icons/images) cannot be used as a means to a spiritual end.  Arianism in that Jesus is not the image of God so since Jesus is not the image of God there should not be images of Jesus or other holy people.  Pelagianism because this heresy rejects that Jesus restores, redeems fallen nature, Jesus takes fallen matter and perfects and redeems that matter.

Historical facts about Iconoclasm:

- only in the Eastern Byzantine Empire did this heresy take place, all the other heresies effected both East and West.

- only lasted 116 years from 726AD to 842AD.

- Emperor Leo III outlawed all sacred images in 726AD and smashed all images event destroying some monasteries.

- Pope Gregory III declared that anyone who destroyed any sacred image was excommunicated.

How was Leo III able to get away with this, images had been venerated in the East since the time of Christ?

1. Leo III was the sole authority he appointed bishops and the patriarch and didn’t listen to the Pope.  He had political control of the Church in the East.

2. Jewish influence in the East: to the Jew images were idolatry, the first commandment says that you shall have no other God beside me.  It is against the law to make an image of the invisible God.  The pagans had done this and it was idolatry.

3. Muslim influence in the East: by 726 the Turks were at constant war with the Byzantine Empire and were winning battle after battle.  Muslims forbade the use of images saying that images limit the almighty Allah.  Leo III believed that the Muslims were winning battle because they had no images and the Christians were loosing because of idolatry.

Was Leo III right?
(How to refute this heresy)

1. one word INCARNATION.  The word became flesh, the invisible became visible.  If God can make and image of himself than we can make images of that which he gave us as an image.  Colossians 1:15 says, Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God.  How does God reveal Himself, through an image, through matter.

Saint John Damascus, who lived in the East and was persecuted in the East and even considered a heretic said this:

“I do not venerate matter, I venerate the fashioner of matter, who became matter (through the Incarnation) for my sake and accepted to dwell in matter and through matter worked out my salvation, and I will not cease from reverencing matter, through which my salvation was worked…Therefore I reverence the rest of matter and hold in respect that through which my salvation came, because it is filled with divine energy and grace.  Is not the thrice-precious and thrice-blessed wood of the cross matter?  Is not the holy and august mountain, the place of the skull  matter?  Is not the life-giving and life-bearing rock, the holy tomb, the source of the resurrection, matter?  Is not the ink an the all-holy book of the Gospels matter?  Is not the life-bearing table, which offers to us the bread of life, matter?  Is no the silver and gold matter, out of which crosses and tablets and bowls are fashioned?  And before all these things, is not the body and blood of my Lord matter?  Either do away with reverence and veneration for all these or submit to the tradition of the Church and allow the veneration of images of God and friends of God, sanctified by name and therefore overshadowed by the Grace of the divine Spirit.”
With words like this from the Doctor of Christian art there is no surprise that the heresy only lasted 116 years.

2. It is not idolatry to venerate or reverence any image.  To worship an image would be idolatry.  People have pictures of there mom, dad, dog, etc. but they do not worship these pictures.  These pictures act as a reminder and icon to emotions and feelings.  When these icons and pictures are sacred they not only bring about emotion but can bring about prayer and even grace.  It is not the matter of an icon (wood and paint) that bring grace but rather the prayer and remembrance of the holy / sacred image that is there.  For example it is not the wood of a crucifix that give grace but the prayerful veneration, reverence and prayerful reminder of the saving action of Christ’s death that bring grace.  Just like on a computer an icon takes you somewhere else to the program, the icon is not the program but takes you there.
Why does Matter, Matter?
In the beginning 

Matter = Good

After the original sin

Matter = Good but fallen (deprived)

After Jesus 

Matter = Good and fallen but able to be elevated to perfection.

Matter, matters because we are matter.  Remember in the beginning we (the human person) are made in the IMAGE of God.  God loves matter, matter is not evil. God constantly used matter for salvation was saving and perfecting the very matter he is using.

Miracles use matter to convey Grace

Sacrament use matter to dispense Grace.  

Mary is matter and she is used by God to be a channel of Grace.

We are matter and we are used by God.

Outcomes of Iconoclasm
1. After being suppressed for 116 years the East has an intense love for sacred icons.  The Eastern Orthodox and the Eastern Catholic rites use icons and teach that they are “windows to the soul”  They had to fight for the sacred so it is now special to them.

2. The teaching that matter is good and useful and even though fallen it can be perfected by grace.  The veneration and reverence for all matter (all people) is seen as we value the human body, taken care of it, not abusing it through drugs and to respect it in all ways (sexual ethics, pro-life, etc.)

3. Love for the Sacraments and Sacramentals in which God uses matter to dispense Grace.  This would be attacked during the Protestant reformation especially with Calvin.

Transubstantiation – the matter stays the same while the substance changes

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament the ultimate image of the invisible. 

4. The flourishing of Western Art and the Catholic Churches promotion of the arts.

5. The power of religious images
- Our Lady of Guadalupe – image of Mary given in 1531 and responsible for the conversion of 8 million people in only 7 years.

- Our Lady of Czestochowa – accredited with military victories and the collapse of Communism (forbade pilgrimages) and Nazism.
Tons of other example all over the world of images of Christ, Mary and Saints.
