The Inquisition

The target of the Inquisition was the Cathar heretics. Through the Inquisition the Church sought and was successful in eliminating the Albigensianism heresy.

Other heresies Gnosticism, Arianism, Iconoclasm died out without a court or punishment, but Albigensianism because it took on a political and military form and attached the Church and Pope had to be dealt with in a much drastic aggressive nature. 

The Inquisition was at its height for from about 1200 to 1300 and was only set up in dioceses in France, Germany and Italy.  If you lived anywhere else you would never appear before the Inquisition courts.

The Dominicans (God’s watch dogs) were the chief people who judged heresy cases.  Also after 1232 the Pope appointed specific Inquisitors for each country or region and the local Bishop was also involved and oversaw the Inquisition within his diocese. 

The development of the Inquisition courts can be traced in a three step process, each step becoming more scandalous.

17 years just under Church

1215AD – Fourth Lateran Council allows for procedures and penalties for those convicted of heresy, this Council also asked Muslim and Jews to wear special dress so that they would not be tried by the Inquisition.

So heresy was a crime against the Church.  The Church tried those suspected of heresy and gave them a spiritual punishment which in the worst case was excommunication. 

20 years under Church and State but without interrogation. 

1232AD – Emperor Fredrick II, who had been excommunicated, crowned himself King of Jerusalem and then returned to Germany and reunited with the Pope, made an edict saying that heresy was a crime against the state.

Now heresy was a crime against the Church and the State.  Since both could not try suspects, the Church, who is the only authority who can decide what is and isn’t heresy became the court, judge.  The Church (Dominicans) gave the verdict and the State issued the punishment.

Those who confessed would have to go on pilgrimage or perhaps lose property.

Those who were found guilty and didn’t confess would be imprisoned, suffer the loss of ALL property and might even be burned at the stake.

It is very easy to see how many abuses with the Church & State system could take place.  Since the punishment was the lost of all property.  Any State official that sought to have more land could easily accuse a wealthy land owner of heresy.  If the State convinced the Church to give the guilty verdict perhaps even the State could share some of the confiscated land with the Church.  So greedy and sinful people both within the Church and State had a means to arrive at a scandalous end.

1252AD – Innocent IV allows the Church courts to use torture as the interrogate and try suspects.

1431AD – Saint Joan of Arc is burned at the stake

At this time the French and English were at war.  Northern France was sympathetic to England.  Even some French bishops and priests became faithful to the English.  St. Joan at a young age heard the Saints speak to her and encourage her to encourage and lead the French against the English.  This she did and won great  victories for the French in 1429.  After these victories a bishop in North France was kicked out of his diocese.  By 1431 after many victories, Joan of Arc was sold by her own people into the hands of the English.  In vengeance the bishop that had been kicked out of his diocese due to St. Joan’s victories wanted to have her tried by the Inquisition for heresy.  He accused her of not hearing voices of the saints but of satan.  

A court of 56 people was established to determine whether St. Joan was a heretic.  St. Joan was 19 years old, did not know how to read or write and was interrogated 15 times in a 3 month period, often times being beating and tortured.  It was 56 to 1.  Finally in the end she signed a paper saying she was guilty, but could not read the paper.  A few days later she recanted and was burned at the stake.

When she was asked if the Grace of God was with her she answered: 

“If God’s Grace is with me, may God keep it there, if it is not, may He put it there.”  

Heroically she faced the Inquisition and stood for the truth with the help of God.  25 years later the Church publicly admitted that the trial was wrong and St. Joan of Arc was clear of all charges. 

1498AD – Dominican Friar Girolamo Savonarola is burned at the stake.

Savonarola was a fiery preacher that told the people of Florence to repent and turn from worldly goods and evil.  He was appalled by the pagan atmosphere of Renaissance Florence.  He called for reform within the Church and held vanity bonfires, in which people would burn playing cards, nude pictures, etc.  He preached out against the Medici family, a political powerhouse in Florence and he preached reform from Pope Alexander VI (a corrupt Pope whose only concern was the wealth and growth of his own family).  He believed that Italy, especially Florence was going to be cleansed of its wickedness and thought that French King Charles VII would be God’s instrument to accomplish this cleansing.

He claimed the gift of prophecy, defied the summons to appear in Rome, was ordered to stop preaching and then excommunicated.

In 1498, Savonarola publicly condemned the Pope.  He was arrested, tried, tortured and condemned for heresy and then hung and then burned.

In every age of history there is a persecutor and those persecuted.  The persecuted are always considered enemies of the organization persecuting.  Here is a time line.

From 400 to 1200 there was instability as countries and governments formed and there was very little formal, set legal system in which to judge people.

1200 – 1500

Inquisition in Germany, 

France and Italy (not in Spain)

Persecutor: Church and State
Persecuted: Those within the Church who are heretics (go against the teachings of the Church) Since Church and State work together then enemies of the Church are enemies of the State.

1500 – 1800 – Church Wars

Persecutor: State in the name of Religion.  From 1517 to 1552 Protestants took control of ½ of the countries in Europe.  In Protestants were in control Catholics were killed, if Catholics were in control Protestants were killed.  These 300 years caused more deaths than the Inquisitions and especially in England were horrific in their torture and punishment.  The Church many times became a puppet for the State and was silenced.

Persecuted: Whoever is not the religion of the Monarch or leader.

1800 – 2007 – The Secular State

Persecutor: The State, sometimes an Atheist state, secular state which became fed up with religious wars and blamed, hated and wanted to get rid of religion in many cases.

Persecuted: Those who speak out, and most of the time the loudest voice is the Church. 

Hitler, an apostate Catholic and Stalin, an apostate Eastern Orthodox Seminarian were responsible for 30 million deaths combined.

Each period of time gets worse in death toll and more aggressive and illogical in its tactics.  Even in Democratic countries abortion has killed more than Hilter and Stalin.  More than 45 million have been killed in America alone since 1973.

If you were the suspect would you rather be tried by the Catholic Inquisition, The Religious Monarchs during the Religious Wars or the regimes of Hitler or Stalin?  

The Inquisition Today

1965AD – The Inquisition continues to exist to this day.  Its name has changed several times and in 1965 Pope Paul VI changed the name to the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith.  This Congregation ensures that Orthodox teachings in the areas of Faith and Morals is kept.  If any Catholic, especially cardinals, bishops, priests and public officials say they are Catholic but teach and promote false teachings the Congregation WILL judge them and if they are guilty will remove and possibly excommunicate them.  Cardinal Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI) was the head of this Congregation for more than 20 years before becoming Pope in 2005.  Now the Inquisition has returned to what it was more like in the beginning a court that judged the faithfulness of Catholics, protecting the Church from false teachings.  The state is not involved at all.

The Spanish Inquisition

1480 to 1800’s

In 1480, Queen Isabella with the permission of Pope, Sixtus IV.  Spanish has just began to win a 800 year war against the Muslims (the longest war in the history of the world).  With now a Catholic majority many Jews and Muslims were converting to the Catholic Faith.

WHY would the Muslims and Jews convert?

Out of fear, mob violence over the past years had hurt anyone in the minority.

Out of Greed, only Catholic were allowed to hold high positions in both the Church and the State.

Queen Isabella instituted the Inquisition for two reasons:

1.  to make sure that those who converted falsely from Judaism or Islam to Catholicism were condemned.  If they were Jew or Muslim that was fine, as long as they were not saying they were Catholic when they were not.

2. to preserve Spain’s Catholic identity which they had fought hard to keep for 800 years.  Like the Inquisition in Germany, France and Italy punishment would include the confiscation of property.  This property became the property of the King, was auctioned off or given to the Church, the Greed of wanting property could obviously lead to false accusations.

15,000 of those who had been convicted of false conversions confessed there error and returned to their own faith.  2,000 of the false conversions were burned at the stake during Isabella’s reign (about 100 per year).

It is estimated that during the 350 years of the Inquisition, 4,000 to 6,000 at the most were executed.  From 1551 to 1600 about 4 a year were executed.  Many historians make the Spanish Inquisition out to be the worst atrocity in history but in reality it was much like a civil war in Spain.  In the American Civil alone, about 4,000 people were killed a day. 

In 1492, Queen Isabella expelled all Jews from Spain.  The reason that Torqumada and Queen Isabella expelled the Jews was because they believed that the faithful Jews who stayed in Spain would encourage the Jews who converted to Catholicism to return to the Jewish Faith.  This return back to the Jewish Faith would indicate that they had made a false conversion, which would mean they were suspect to the Inquisition.   Rather than deal with this constant question, the Queen believed it was best for Faithful Jews to leave Spain.  Although these Jews were not tried or convicted of heresy, many lost property and may have died or disease or famine leaving Spain, some were killed by Spanish ship captains as they traveled to Turkey and other countries. 

The Papal Inquisitor Torquemada (1483) who was called the Grand Inquisitor was a fair and just man and put into place rules for the Inquisition:

1. Suspects could not face those judging them, many times if they were released, the court feared that the suspect might seek revenge.

2. Suspects must have 3 witnesses to even appear before the Inquisition.  These witnesses must give their name, no anonymous witnesses allowed. 

3. Suspects were asked to make a list of all of their enemies and if these enemies turned in a testimony accusing the suspect the testimony was tossed out.

4. Heretics could only be burned at the stake if there accused by the Inquisition two times.

All Catholics were suspect to appear before the Inquisition, even the great Saints St. Teresa of Avilia, the reformer of the Carmelites and St. Ignatius of Loyala, founder of the Jesuits had to appear before the Inquisition.  The Inquisition demanded that Spain stay Catholic and purely Catholic without any false teachings rising up.  It is for this reason that during the Protestant Reformation, Spain had no protestant ideas, doctrines or leaders. 

Are heretics dangerous?  

Is Heresy a crime?

If the Inquisition was in place in Germany and Russia during the 1900’s it could be safe to say that Hitler and Stalin would have never been allowed to rise to power and murder so many.

Yes heretics are dangerous and yes heresy which is false teaching is a crime.

