Precepts (Christian & Muslim)
Precepts of the Catholic Church:

1. Mass on Sundays and Holy Days

2. Confess sins once a year

3. Eucharist once a year

4. Fasting during Lent

5. Support the needs of the Church 

(family, tithing, vocation, apostolate)

These are the bare minimum that the Church asks of Baptized “practicing” Catholics.  Does that mean that is all we should do?  NO.

Remember the rich young ruler asks Christ what must I do and Jesus gives him the bare minimum requirments of the 10 commandments.  The rich ruler says he has kept these and then Jesus challenges him to MORE than the basic.  He says to the man sell all your possestion and follow me.  The Church & Christ do not put heavy burdens on the Faithful but the Church always calls us to PERFECTION, to more than the bare minimum the challenge to meet the call (vocation) is up to us.

Because the Protestant churches do not have a central authority (pope & bishops) or a 2000 year history of tradition they do not have precepts exactly but there are many things that all Protestants would agree are necessary.

1. Accept Christ as Lord and Savior

2. Read Bible and Pray daily

3. Have a church Home

4. Tithe to the church

In comparison to the precepts above Islam has pillars that are common to almost all Muslims:
1. Say the prayer “there is no God, but Allah and Muhammad is His prophet.”

2. Prayer 5 times a day toward Mecca

3. Noon prayer (Fri) at the mosque

4. Alms to the poor

5. Ramadan must be kept (fasting)

6. Pilgrimage to Mecca 

7. some groups add Jihad to the list

In looking at the precepts it seems that Islam is more strict and demands more of its followers.  For example the Catholic Church does not require its members to pray daily.  Of course we should.  Some religious orders pray 5x a day and go to Mass every day.  

All rules help us build habits, we should want to love, serve and know God not out of obligation but out of love and devotion.

Abraham the Father of Faith

God choose Abraham to establish his Covenant with and promised Abraham that he would be the Father of Nations and that his descendants would be a numerous as the stars.  There was one problem with this: Abraham and Sarah had no children and Sarah was barren.  

Instead of trusting and being obedient to God.  Abraham and Sarah chose to go against God’s will and do their own will.  Sarah allowed Abraham to have sexual intercourse Hagar the servant and the 1st born son was Ishmael.  Later Abraham and Sarah had a son together and named him Isaac.  Isaac and Ishmael were friends but Sarah become jealous of Ishmael and Hagar and banished them.  Mother and Child went to Egypt and Arabia.

Read Genesis 21

Jews and Christians trace their roots to Isaac the chosen child.

Muslims trace their roots to Ishmael the first born child.

History of Relgion (Arabs)

1. Believe and followed the God of Abraham.

2. fell into paganism

(this is no surprise, the Jewish people constantly fell into paganism but always returned due to great Kings and Prophets)  Unfortunatly the Arabs did not have these great heros of faithfulness and so they stayed in paganism)

3. Muhammad the great prophet (570-632AD) reformed the Arab people, crushing thier idols (over 300 gods) and teaching the belief in ONE God Allah.

Why would people become Muslim?

Why did so many people convert from paganism to Muslim?  Why did they listen to Muhammad.  You could also ask the question of why did Catholic Missionaries have so much success in converting pagans all over the world.  The answer is simple.  Pagans believe in a high power and if someone can prove that there is ONE higher power that is more powerful than their many gods it makes sense to follow the GREATEST god (the ONE true God).

Beside this fact there are some other advantages:

1. An Ethical Life (Muslims are very strict) and if can feel good to do the right thing and live a “good” life of discipline, order, prayer, etc. 

2. An afterlife with sensual luxuries some of which are fobidden while on earth (alcohol for example).
3. Men were allowed up to four wifes and if they didn’t work out divorce was allowed.  Concubines were also allowed.  (I’m not sure how this is good for the women!)

4. Holy War is permitted in the creed which appeals to the dessert nomads who now have a reason and mission to pillage and raid.  Many are converted out of fear of being killed by the sword.

5. No Pope, Bishop, Priest all people are equal.

6. Simple religion of a Book (Koran), written in 600’s, a Tradition (Sunna), written in 800’s.

7. Communication with God through prayer 5 times a day.

8. Church and State combined, easy for rulers to control people.  Church and State law is the same.

Problems with Islam

The Catholic Church looks toward the Muslims in high esteem but at the same time is very honest about its flaws.  The main problem is the foundation of the religion.  Muhammad died in 632.  After his death you have:

Abu Bakr (632-634) – Sunni leader
Umar (634-644)
Uthman (644-656)

Ali (656-661) – Shiite leader
Sunni Muslims (90%) of Islam say Abu is the rightful succesor. Shiite Muslims (10%) of Islam say Ali was the rightful succesor.  Just within 24 short years there are two major divisions based on the question of who is the valid succesor.

Without a solid leader to set a standard of Orthodox true teaching everything is left to interpretation of the Koran and Sunna and there is NOT one solid body to interpret so anything goes, even extreme Jihad and other doctrines and abuses.  Protestants, with scripture alone have NO authority or tradition from which to intrepret Scripture and lead the faithful, which leads to division and many teachings.

After the death of Christ is was clear, without a doubt who was the succesor of Christ, it was Peter.  Like Islam the major splits in Christianity have been over Papal Authority.  Unlike Islam the succesor of Christ was so clear that it took 1000 years for the Primacy of Peter to be challenged by the Eastern Orthodox not 24 short years.  
