Saint Paul (Background)
Saint Paul was both a Roman citizen and a Jewish citizen; Paul was his Jewish name while he went by Saul in the Roman world.

Paul was born in the Hellenistic culture of Tarsus and was very aware of the Hellenistic culture but was raised and practiced the Jewish faith.

Paul was a zealous Pharisee who took pride in practicing the Jewish law to the letter.  There were 613 Jewish laws and Paul would have know and faithful practiced all of them.
After the death and resurrection of Christ two groups arouse that believed and followed Christ.  Both groups were connected to the Jewish faith.

The Palestinian followers of Christ still practiced the Jewish faith and met in the synagogues and followed their old religion while adapting to and practicing the teachings of Christ and the apostles.

The Hellenistic followers of Christ were Gentiles who were not welcomed in the synagogues, were not circumcised and did not practice the Jewish law, some of these followers still practiced the culture of their pagan roots.

Paul’s Mission as a zealous Jew was to arrest and persecute all followers of Christ especially the Hellenistic followers.
Saint Paul (Conversion)

Saint Augustine said that the Church might not have a Saint Paul if it did not have Saint Stephen.

Saint Stephen was a Gentile follower of Christ who was arrested and stoned to death.  Saint Paul was more than likely at his execution.  Saint Stephen prayed for those who persecuted him and thus prayed for Saint Paul.

Saint Paul was on his way to the city of Damascus with a warrant and mission to arrest and kill the followers of Christ.  He was knocked off his horse and heard a voice say, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”  Saint Paul realized that the voice was that of Christ’s and that in persecuting Christ’s followers he was persecuting Christ.

Saint Paul repented, was baptized and confirmed by Ananias and from that point on was a new man.
The whole story can be found in Acts 9.

Saint Paul (Mission)
Saint Paul wrote most of the New Testament and his letters to the early Churches were the first writings of the NT.  

Paul mission was to the Jew, Gentile and to the Barbarians.

To the Jew he wanted to show that Faith and not the Law is were salvation comes from and that Christ came to fulfill the Law.

To the Gentile he wanted to show that they two were God’s chosen people and that there was no distinction between Jew and Gentile. 

To the Barbarian who did not have the law or the Hellenistic culture but was steeped in pagan culture he wanted also to introduce them to Christ.

The suffering of Paul included:

5X – was scourged liked Christ (39 hits each time)

3X – beat with rods

3X – shipwrecked

1X – stoned

Saint Paul (Theology)

Here are some of the main themes Saint Paul developed and doctrine that we practice to this day 2000 years later:

Marriage – Ephesians 5:21

(Submission of wife toward husband and love of husband toward wife)

Sexual ethics – 1 Cor. 6:9-10

(speaks out against sexual immortality including adultery and homosexuality)

Celibacy – 1 Cor. 7:32-33

(the importance of celibacy and usefulness for priests and sisters to be celibate)

Human Dignity/Natural Law – Rm. 1:20 & Rm. 2:15
(God’s law is in our hearts so we have no excuse; the role of our conscience to accuse or excuse)

Salvation – Eph 2:8-10

(Saved by Grace, through Faith, acted out in works.  To believe is to live)
