Power of Pentecost
33AD – Death & Resurrection of Christ

64AD – Nero burns Rome blames on Christians

64AD – St. Peter is martyred in Rome

66AD – St. Paul is martyred in Rome

70AD – Great War between Jewish and Rome, the temple built in 515BC is destroyed completely, 1/3 of the Jewish pop. Is killed the others are dispersed.

Jesus predicts this event in Mark 13.

98AD – St. John the apostle is the last apostle to die (end of public Divine Revelation) – everything that we need to know about God has been revealed from the beginning to 98AD.

Marianist History

40AD – Mary the Mother of Christ appears to St. James the Greater in Spain a miracle since she lives in Ephesus (Asia Minor)  She encourages St. James to continue on preaching the Gospel and to build a Church in honor of her son.  This appearance is called Our Lady of the Pillar and the Church is to this date one of the greatest pilgrimage sites in the world.

Blessed Chaminade a French priest living in the last 1800’s was exiled to Spain during the French Revolution and prayed for 3 years in front of the pillar and statue and was told to go back to France and educate the youth of France, he is the founder of the Marianist, who founded Nolan Catholic. 

St. Thomas the Apostle who doubted that Christ has risen from the dead spread the Faith in India.  To this date the southern part of India, where St. Thomas evangelized is predominately Catholic and the North where he was unable to travel is Hindu.  It is amazing that the work of very few can even impact geographic, religious norms to this day.

What motivated these apostles?  Was it torture, death, money, fame?  Jesus Christ motivated them and was their single motivation.  Jesus gave them the command in Matthew  28:19-20 to go to all nations, baptize in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and to teach people to observe all that he commanded.  The gave ALL so that they and others could:

GO – BAPTIZE – TEACH

If what they were doing was a lie or of no importance to humans it would have died out.  They did not use force but simply followed Christ’s approach of going into a town and preaching, if the people do not accept shake the dust of your sandals and move on.
McDonalds in just 50 years serves over 50 million a day and has 2 billion dollar profit each year.; Walmart ion 40 years has become the second largest company in the world.; The iPod in 5 years controls 75% of its industry has sold 42 million iPods and completely changed the music/media industry; Adolf Hitler in just 12 years was able to dominate Germany, Europe and murdered 11million people.; Sesame Street in 40 years has been viewed by 75 million people and is world wide; The Chicago Bulls won six titles in one decade dominating basketball; Cell Phones in 13 years has grown to 712 million users and 3 out of 4 families owns a cell phone; Myspace.com in 3 years has attracted 77 million users and sold for $580 million; In just 5 years all the bakeries in America more were making sliced bread than not due to the bread slicer; Abortion clinics in just 30 years have killed over 40 million unborn children just in America.

In just 31 years Christianity grew from

11 scared apostles in an upper room in Jerusalem to such a large community in the Roman Empire that the Roman emperor Nero (the most powerful man in the world) felt threatened by this group.
How can 11 scared apostles make so much impact in such a short time and Christianity still be around 2000 years later?
THE HOLY SPIRIT
Other things have grown faster and possibly made more impact than Christianity but the big question is will that thing be around in 4006 AD?
