Deposit of Faith
“The Apostles like a rich man in a bank, lodged in her hands [the Church] most copiously all things pertaining to the truth.”  Saint Irenaeus

God reveals Himself to mankind beginning with creation and culminating with the life of Christ.  Divine (Public) Revelation ends with the death of the last apostle, Saint John in 98AD.  

All that needs to be known about God HAS been revealed. In the early Church there were two approaches to the Deposit of Faith.

Catholic > Safeguard

Gnostic > Refashion

The stance of the Catholic Church is that there are no knew teaching ONLY reminders.

The Catholic priority is to safeguard, teach and develop, which does not mean to create new doctrine but to only unpack the mystery of what was deposited with the Apostles from creation – 98AD.

There are such things as private revelations such as Marian Apparitions, the rosary etc. but all of these private revelations should point back to the truths of Public Divine Revelation.  

Private Revelation is simply the alarm clock that wakes us up to live out the deposit of Faith.   

the Deposit & the Truth
The Deposit is the Truth
Jesus makes three promises:

1. The Gates of hell shall no prevail (Mt. 16)

2. I will be with you until the end of time (Mt. 28)

3. I will send you an advocate (Jn. 14)

Every question should be answered in context of the deposit of Faith.  John Paul the Great while he was a bishop in Krakow used this method:

1. understand the question

2. How does the deposit of Faith answer the question

3. How can we find people to implement the answer.

The Deposit is passed on and the truth is safeguarded in 3 ways:

Oral Tradition – teachings of Christ and the apostles (Creed, Trinity, Mass) oral teachings

Scripture – major oral teachings that were written down.

Magisterium – the teaching authority of the bishops, united with each other & the Bishop of Rome.

Analogies:

Stool – these three are like legs of a stool, if you cut off any the truth and deposit of Faith is not safe.

Cockroach - Cockroaches have 6 legs (3 pairs) the back give the roach thrust and power, the middle stability and balance and the front give it direction.  The magisterium are the front legs, the bishops are not on a power trip but exist to guide, to shepherd the faithful.  Oral Tradition which are the teachings of Christ and the Apostles gave thrust and power that has penetrated culture in every age.  Scripture or the written Tradition is a good guide of what was written down which gives us stability and balance and of which we can always return to.
Attacking the Deposit
Heresy – To be considered a heretic a person must be baptized.  The baptized person then rejects a portion or all of the deposit of faith.  If the deposit of faith includes numbers 1 2  3  4  5, maybe that reject 3 & 5 and may also refashion or add to the deposit of faith.  Also to be a heretic one must refuse to be corrected.  If the person is simply unaware of their error or still considering the matter and possibly ready for correction they cannot be considered a heretic.  A heretic accepts Christ but just not his whole message.
Apostasy -  An apostate completely rejects Christ after at one time believing in Christ.  Apostasy literally means to leave your post (your position)
Schism – A schismatic is a person who refuses to be submissive to the bishops & the pope and therefore separates themselves from communion with the Body of Christ.
