Gnosticism

The following ideas are a part of Gnosticism which was the major heresy of the early Church:

1.matter is evil

2.denial of the Incarnation

3.Jesus was an aeon or a divine being but not human; God cannot take on matter because matter is evil.

4.God is unreachable very distant

5.private judgment and revelation 

6.individual authority rather than obedience to Church authority.

Gnosticism forced the Church to think about and answers major questions concerning the nature of God and the nature of the Church.

The logic that flows from Gnosticism is clear:

Matter is Evil

God made matter

God is Evil
Gnostic solution:

Maricion (139AD) taught that the God of the OT and NT differ the God of the OT is evil the God of the NT is good

Matter is Evil 

The Incarnation is the teaching that God took on Flesh (matter) in the person of Jesus

Jesus took on evil
Gnostic solution:

God did not take on flesh (matter); the incarnation did not take place.  Jesus was only a spiritual being that seemed to be human.

Jesus is God not Man, which is the opposite of Arianism

Marcion (139)

Marcion lived and taught in Rome and like all Gnostics was very strict following ascetic practices such as not meat, alcohol, sex, marriage. 

He taught the God of the OT and NT differed and along these lines formed the first cannon (the first Bible). His cannon included 10 letters of St. Paul and the Gospel of  Luke.  Maricion’s cannon which was formed 150 years before the official cannon of the Catholic Church of Hippo in 393AD. Marcion was excommunicated in 144AD.

Montanus (170)
Montanus another Gnostic minded heretic was so successful in his teaching that he formed a new sect or religion.

Montanism had the following elements:

1.was called the New Prophecy and Montanism taught that he was the Paraclete that Jesus spoke about in (John 14:26 and 16:13)  Jesus said I will send an advocate and Montanus said he was that advocate.

2.he taught the end of the world was near and along with that was the rejection of marriage, sex and a very ascetic view preparing for the end.

3.had two prophetesses that gave up marriage and sex and helped Montanus.

4.taught that his words are equal to scripture and Church Authority.

Montanus and his followers were excommunicated in 217 by Pope Zephyrinus.

Tertullian (222)

Tertullian lived in North Africa and is one of the most important people in Church history.  Even though he left the Church for Montanism he brought up and was the center of the most important issues of the early Church.

Trintity - Tertullian was the first to write and explain the Holy Trinity, he used the formula: tres Personae, una Substantia; three persons, one substance or what we now say one God in three persons.  He was a convert from paganism and wanted to answer the claim of the pagans which said that Christians worshiped three different gods.

Martyrdom – He said “the blood of the Martyrs is the seed of the Church”  Forgiveness of sins could not be given and salvation could not be obtained if a person refused martyrdom.

Church & World – negative view of world (Gnostic view) world was ruled by demons; the Church is where God rules and Christians are not to participate in the army, government, education, business because this would mean cooperation with the pagan gods.

Holiness of Church – rests in the holiness of the people. 

Church Authority – refused submission to Bishops on matter of forgiveness of sins.

Great writings on the 

Eucharist and other topics:

He said, “God’s son died: it is believable precisely because it is absurd.  He was buried and rose again: it is certain because it is impossible.”

Justin Martyr (165)

Justin is the first apologist of the Church, the first to clearly defend the teaching of Christ.

Through his writings to Roman government officials he described in detail the Mass, the Eucharist and other important teachings.  He came from a Stoic / Platonic background and then converted to Christianity at the age of 38.

Opposed to the Gnostic negative view of God, he taught that God CAN be know through revelation and that God prepared the Jews through the prophets and Greeks through philosophy.

He died at a trial in which he said: “It is not permitted us (Christians) to move from true to falsehood.”

