Development of Doctrine

St. Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons in Southern Gaul (135-200) is a great example of development of doctrine.  St. Irenaeus builds upon the existing teaching in his theology, just as St. Paul built upon and expanded the teaching of Christ and the apostles.  

There are NO new teaching in the Catholic Church only reminders.  Sometimes these reminders come in NEW and CREATIVE forms but they are still just reminders of a constant teaching (doctrine) based on tradition, scripture and Magisterium.

St. Irenaeus main work was fighting Gnosticism (Dualism) The dualism he fought was in two forms:

1. God of OT is not the same as God of NT 

2. Body and Soul are separate and only the Soul can be saved not the body.

Irenaeus taught Salvation History that God has worked from the beginning to bring his creation back in union with Himself.  Everything in the OT is God preparing the creation which is ultimately good back to the creator who is the ultimate Good.  The NT is the fulfillment of the OT.

Irenaeus taught that both body and soul can be saved.  In the Apostles Creed we state, “we believe in the resurrection of the body”  If the body cannot be saved how can it be resurrected.  If the body cannot be saved how can it be the temple of the Holy Spirit.

As Catholic we have a honor and respect for the body knowing that it is a great gift given by God, that it is good, but also that it is week and needs redemption and Grace.

Which Church is True?

The nature of the Church was one of the greatest issues of the first 300 years.

1 Tim 3:15 says, “The Church of the living God is the pillar and foundation of truth.”

By the 2nd Century the Christian Churches were through out the Empire and Saint Ignatius was the first to use the work “Katholike” meaning universal.  He said, 

”Wherever the bishop appears, there let the people be; as wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church. It is not lawful to baptize or give communion without the consent of the bishop.”

Irenaeus said, “For with this Church all other churches must bring themselves into line on account of its superior authority.”

St. Cyprian said, “To be in communion with the Bishop of Rome is to be in communion with the Catholic Church.

Although there were many many Christian Churches the Universal “Catholic” Church was identified with the following characteristics:

1. Apostolic - there was a link to the apostles of Christ.  For example the Church in Rome had Clement, Anacletus, Linus and then Peter the apostle.  The Church in Antioch had Ignatius, Euodius and also connections to both Peter and Paul.  If a city was not directly linked to an apostle then perhaps a disciple of an apostle.

2. The Resurrection - The success of any group depends of something to rally around, a mission statement.  What a statement of Christ’s mission is His Passion, Death and Resurrection.  So much of a message that the early persecuted Church was willing to endure ALL and center it’s whole life around the celebration of this event (the Mass).

3. Hierarchical – the Catholic Universal Church had bishop, presbyters, deacons and the faithful.  This was the case in every city and it worked and still works. 

4. Tradition – The Church never taught contrary to what was taught to them.  No new teachings, only reminders.

5. Rome – since the city of Rome was the center of the world, Rome saw everything and all error and heresies fostered in the city, so the universal Church was very interested in what the Bishop of Rome would say about each topic.  Also the Bishop of Rome was the successor of Peter.  The Bishops always yield to Rome, even the very strong North African Church waited for Rome to speak.  St. Augustine an African Bishop would say in the 4th Century, “Rome has spoken the case is closed!”

If these five marks were not present then the “church” was not part of the Universal “Catholic” church that in every city of the empire held fast and could be identified by these five elements.

The four marks:

One – united in teaching and worship 

Holy – Christ is our head we are His Body.  We are made up of Saints and Sinners 

Catholic – universal, all people, all places.

Apostolic – linked back to Christ and the apostles 
