Alexandrian School

Faith and Reason are like two wings of an Eagle.  

The Catholic tradition has ALWAYS valued Faith and Reason working together.  

Faith if Theology, Reason is Philosophy and the Sciences.

They do not threaten each other and in fact they need each other.  Philosophy and the Sciences can only take man so far (the natural) but they are limited and need the aid of Faith (the supernatural) to carry man farther.

The Alexandrian School with St. Clement (215) as its second teacher and Origen (254) as its third teacher are an perfect example of how the Church promoted the study of both philosophy and theology.

St. Clement of Alexandria said that to know something is to participate in its being, so to know God means to imitate God (to imitate Christ)

Faith he said leads to knowledge; knowledge to love and love to inheritance.

It is through our baptism that we put on Christ and are heirs to the King, we inherit everlasting life.

Origen was one of the first scripture scholars and worked intensely on explaining scripture writing over 6000 books.  He was against a literal interpretation of the bible and believed that the bible was in a way a allegory.

He believed and taught that salvation was the “restoration of all things” including satan and the demons.  For these views and his choice to be ordained a priest without the consent of his own bishop he was later declared a heretic.

St. Cyprian and Novatian

Two major issues surround Cyprian and Novatian.  Martyrdom and forgiveness of sins.

For the first 300 years the Church suffered martyrdom and a Catholic must be ready to give his life for Christ at any time.  Many of course were afraid and chose to deny Christ and the Church rather than die.  This is a grave sin a mortal sin.  In the Creed we say, “I believe in the forgiveness of sins” but what about those who deny Christ, even Bishops that are cowards even handing over sacred scripture to be burned.

When Pope Fabian was martyred and St. Cornelius was elected.  St. Cornelius and St. Cyprian along with the universal Church, believed that those who refused martyrdom could be reconciled with the Church, but must first be repentant and complete a harsh penance fitting of the sin.

Novatian, a priest completely disagreed with the new Pope and made himself the first antipope.  

He taught that there was no forgiveness for those who deny Christ.  Priests and bishops who were cowards lost their priestly office, were no longer in apostolic succession and the Sacraments were invalid, so their congregations did not have valid Sacraments.

St. Cyprian and the North African fought for the truth that the Church is like a loving but just mother, who reprimands but brings her children back.  He would say, “You can no longer have God for your Father if you don’t have the Church as your mother. “

Diocletian and Galerius

Diocletian was considered a good emperor and it was in his court that Constantine learned to be a leader.

Diocletian set up a system in which there was a senior and junior emperor for the West (Rome) and the East (Byzantium).  After that split he also created dioceses in which there was a vicar general in charge. The Church once it was made legal used the dioceses that Diocletian had already established and to this day has dioceses and vicar general who are assistants to the Bishops.
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The empire was weak, the armies were loosing and the gods seemed mad so in 303 and 304 after an oracle said that the gods were mad because of the Christians,Diocletian and Galerius enforce heavy persecution which first targeted the court then the army (story of St. Sebastian) then the whole empire.

Churches were destroyed, books were confiscated and burned, the clergy must sacrifice to the gods or were imprisoned and killed and then all Christians were imprisoned and killed.

These heavy persecutions lasted 8 long years, and the gods seemed to not change their minds.  In 311 on his deathbed Galerius said of Christians, “it will be their duty to pray their god for our good estate.”  In 313 the edict of Milan made Christianity legal.

The one true God vs. the gods was over; God won!

