Saint Augustine (354-430)
No one knew more about “Original Sin” or the tendency to sin than St. Augustine.  Before his conversion at the age of 33, he had been in a gang, he hated his mother, had sex before marriage, lived with his girlfriend, had a child out of marriage, practiced false religions and left his Catholic Faith.
To understand the doctrine of “Original Sin” we must go back to the garden.

In the garden, in the beginning God gave all of mankind the following:

1. Body and Soul

2. Immortality

3. Enlightened Mind

4. Grace (communion)

5. Integrity

With all of this how could Adam and Eve possibly sin.  Satan tempted them with the ONE thing they did not have.  They had everything but they were not God, so he lied to them and said they would be God if they listened to him.

They misused their free will and chose not God but themselves and with this choice they lost Immortality, an enlightened mind, communion with God and instead of integrity they now had the tendency to sin to not give their desire to God but to have disordered desires.

Saint Augustine is the main authority of Church doctrine from the time of 400 to 1200 (800 years) and his development of doctrine in the area of free will, sin and Grace are amazing.

(story of the boy and the sea)

Free Will
If a husband were to force his wife to love him you would not call this love.  If God were to force us to know, love and serve Him, you would not call this knowledge, love or true service.  
God gives us free will which is one of the greatest gifts because it guarantees that we can choose God and that we are not a bunch of robots.
To give up your free will (drunkenness) or to misuse your free will (mortal sin) is an attack against one of the greatest gifts we have been given.

Imagine that instead of putting Adam and Eve in a garden, God put them in a room.  In this room there was everything they would ever need and they had complete union with God.  The only problem is that there is no door.  Without a door this room is not perfect because they can’t get out if the want.

God allows us to leave if we want.  What makes us human and different than animals is this ability to choose, our free will.  

Imagine that a marine and a dog were captured and both were locked in a cage for 10 days with very little food and drink.  On the 11th day the captors give both a steak dinner.  The dog who follows only his desire would devour the meal.  The marine, using his free will can control his desire even if everything inside him says eat he can choose not to.

Sin

Pope Paul the VI said that the loss of the sense of sin is the greatest sin of the century (1900-2000).  

Many people say that there is no such thing as SIN.

The middle letter in SIN and the middle letter in PRIDE is “I”  a focus on self not God.

What is Sin?

Sin is:

the deprivation of Good

the absence of Good

the loss of Good

the misuse of Good

Therefore there are two truths about sin:

1. sin must have good as it’s starting point.  The shadow proves the sunlight.

2. When good is absence it can be restored.  (unfortunately sometimes on this earth the consequence of sin can cause permanent temporal damage – i.e. drug use)
All things created things are good and created for a purpose.  For example a cell phone is a good and created to send and received messages.  When the cell phone is used as a hammer then the misuse of the good causes damage and this misuse is a SIN.  Sex is good and created to unite a married couple and to create life.  When sex is used for any other reason it is a misuse of good and therefore a sin.

God does not create or want sin but does allow it because of free will.

Saint Augustine is know for saying, “O Lord we our hearts are restless until they rest in You.”

It has been said that we have a God shaped hole in our heart.  This hole could be compared to “original sin” the hole that remains when what we lost was taken.  Only Grace/God can fill this hole but we often try to fill everything else into the hole only to be left with frustration.

Grace
Grace is:

1. Necessary for Salvation

2. Supernatural Gift

3. Divine Life within

Romans 5:20 says that where sin increased Grace overflowed all the more.

The Liturgy of the Hours says God allows all men to sin so that He might show them His Mercy.

God could just give us Justice.  What if we got what we deserved?  The wages of sin is death.  We get justice but God also give us His Mercy.

By our fallen nature alone we cannot get into heaven.  by nature alone I can not stay under water for 30mins or an hour, I would need supernatural means like a scuba diving tank.  Grace is this supernatural gift.  Grace does not destroy nature just as the scuba tank does not destroy the lungs.  Grace instead perfects and builds upon nature.

There are two types of Grace:

Actual and Habitual 

To understand these types of Grace we look to Servant of God John Paul the Great who said to be on the path of perfection takes two things:

1. God Grace

2. Your Yes

Actual Grace is God’s Grace first and then Your Yes.

Habitual Grace is Your Yes and then God’s Grace.

Actual Grace is given to all people.  It is God’s continual way of loving us and giving us constant blessings to get our attention.  It is as if He was flirting with us to try to make us notice Him and His love.  Even to the atheist God’s gives this actual Grace in attempt to turn each person toward Himself.
There comes a point in which a person may come to recognize that the blessings are not from themselves or others or just chance but from a higher power.  At this point the person may begin to request, pray, beckon the higher power for blessings and protection.  This is what every pagan civilization did.

God does not want to just operate through Actual Grace but wants to channel His Grace in such a way that we can ask and receive in a ordered, constant way and this is Habitual Grace.

We ask or say YES first and then God gives us His Grace.

This is done through saying Yes to the Sacraments, to prayer, to penance, to good works, etc.

This chart is an example:
1. Actual Grace

(Conversion)

2. Habitual Grace

(Full of Grace)

When we become full of Grace, since Grace is unending we can actually overflow with Grace and be a channel of Actual Grace in the lives of others, imitating our Lady and Christ.

Pelagianism  & 
Semi-Pelagianism
There are six tenants that arose from Pelagianism, some of which Pelagius himself disagreed with.

1. Adam was created as a mortal and would have died regardless of “original sin”

[scripture says the wages of sin = death]

2. “Original Sin” hurt only Adam

3. Newborns are in a pre Fall state [against infant baptism]

4. Adam’s sin did not cause our death and Christ’s Resurrection does not cause our Resurrection [Jesus says I will raise you up on the last day & we die with Christ and will rise with Christ]

5. The OT Laws and the Gospels lead us to heaven, works lead us to heaven.

[against what Paul teaches]

6. It is possible for people even before Christ to be without sin.

How can so many of these tenants be believed when they are contrary to scripture.  St. Jerome says it best, “Ignorance of scripture is ignorance of Christ”

There is “Original Sin” and we inherit it.  Just as we physically inherit traits from our biological parents we also inherit “Original Sin” from our human (first) parents Adam and Eve. 

What is important to understand is that “Original Sin” is not what we inherit but instead what we fail to inherit.  Adam and Eve can’t pass on or give what they don’t have, what they lost.  

As a son or daughter of God, through our baptism we now inherit all that we lost, even though we don’t get all or the completeness of that inheritance on this earth we do get it in heaven.

Grace, Faith and Works must be correctly understood to understand Pelagianism.

St. Paul in Ephesians 2:8-10 says, “we are saved by Grace, through Faith, acted out in Works”

Grace is first 

Faith is second a response to Grace

Works is third a response to Faith

It must be in this order and all three must be present and working together like the Trinity or else it all falls apart.

Pelagianism would say that Faith is first and from Faith comes Works with little emphasis on Grace.

Semi-Pelagianism would say that Faith is first but from Faith comes God’s Grace.  God’s Grace is an answer to human good will.
Both put man first and God responding to man.  Jesus said it is not you that has chosen me but rather I that have chosen you.

From the truth of Grace, Faith and Works come extremes on both sides and all lines of though can be traced to what a group or individual believes about these three.

The 4 Boats

Pelagianism would believe in a boat with two oars going to heaven and that man would be rowing both oars.
Semi-Pelagianism would believe in a boat with two oars going to heaven and that man would have one oar and God the other.  God is dependent on man’s rowing.

Catholic would believe in a sail boat going to heaven.  A person gets in the boat by choice or by the choice of others but is free to jump out at anytime.  The hard part is staying in the boat but the boat will never sink and God’s blows in the sail at all times.

Calvinism would believe in a sail boat going to heaven.  A person gets in the boat and is chained to the mast and the boat is blown to heaven, but the person cannot jump out.

Other facts

410 AD – Rome is invaded, many blame Rome’s fall on the fact that the people abandoned the gods and on the Christians.
Saint Augustine wrote his book, “City of God” to answer this claim saying that God in His providence had a purpose for every civilization but that the Christian (Catholic) Church is the fulfillment of previous virtuous civilizations.  Like Christ the Church does not come to destroy but to fulfill and make new.

In answer to Pelagianism the Synod of African Bishops met in Carthage in 411 to condemn Pelagius and the Council of Ephesus in 431 an ecumenical council declared Pelagianism as heretical.
