Saint Gregory the Great

(540 – 604)
As mayor

Gregory was everything but wanted nothing. His beloved city of Rome was at its height the busy city of 1 million people and the center of the world.  After Rome was sacked in 410AD over the next 120 years the population went from 1 million to 40,000.

This would be like the city of Dallas with 1,200,000 people depopulating to the size of Keller or any small suburban city.  Rome became a ghost town. The capital of the Roman Empire was Constantinople and the barbarian invaders made Ravenna in Northern Italy their capital.  Rome was a unwanted city with poverty, disease and destruction.  St. Gregory wanted and loved Rome. His dad was a wealthy senator or Rome who gave his son Gregory is inheritance.  At the age of thirty he became the richest man in Rome and Rome’s mayor.

As monk and abbot

He shocked the city and his friends in family when he gave up all his wealth to establish 7 monasteries and then gave up his position as mayor to become a simple humble monk entering one of his own monasteries after asking permission of the abbot. Gregory would later become an Abbot of the monastery.  He was strict but also showed charity.

One monk Justus became sick and confessed that he stole three coins and hid them.  Gregory commanded that he be secluded as punishment and that no monk visit him.  When Justus died he was buried far from the other monks and bury in dung with the three coins. 30 days after his death Gregory began to feel bad about how strict he was with the monk and offered up 30 masses in a row, day after day for Justus who he believed was suffering in purgatory. After the 30 days Justus appeared to one of the monks and told the brother that he was now in heaven with the Saints.  

This custom of 30 masses offered for the dead continues to today and is called “Gregorian Masses”

As Pope (spiritual and civil) leader of Rome

St. Gregory was the first to use the title “servant of servants” and he lived it out.  He served Rome and the world with his whole being in the following ways:

1. When he found out that the homeless were dying daily in his city without food he personally invited and ate dinner with 12 homeless people each night, sometimes serving them himself.

2. He once met some slaves that were being brought from England to Rome, he found out that they did not know about Christ so he sent one of his best monks St. Augustine of Canterbury and 40 monks to England thus bringing the faith to England.

3. He wrote two books “Pastoral Care” and the “Morals of Job”.  Patoral Care was written to bishops teaching them how to take care of souls, Gregory said that the governing of souls is the art of arts.  The book was the #1 guide for the next 400 years.  King Alfred of England in the 9th century gave it to all his bishops and Charlemagne gave it to his bishops after ordination.

4. He started 2 schools of Chant and is credited with Gregorian chant in Mass and in the Liturgy of the Hours.

5. He gave spiritual direction and was followed Benedicts tradition of work and pray.  He said that just like the eyes cannot look directly at the sun, the soul cannot look directly at God in this life.  The soul can gaze briefly at God as sun coming through a window but just like the sun through a window reveals dust particles, Contemplation and a glimpse of God reveals (dust) sin / flaws of the soul.  Prayer leads to work, work leads to prayer.

6.  Gregory the Greg supported the Primacy of Peter.  During his time Constantinople was so powerful that the Patriarch of Constantinople gave himself the title “ecumenical patriarch” a title claiming to be equal to the bishop of Rome.  Gregory opposed the title and chose to not rely of the East but rather have Rome help itself through hard work and negotiation with the barbarians especially the Franks.

7. Gregory began the tradition of using the treasury of the Church for the welfare of the people so that taxes would not have to be raised.

Saint Isidore of Seville

(560-636)
St. Gregory and St. Isidore are the great links that connect the early Church (Paul to Augustine) to the Middle Ages.  From 400 to 600 there was so much chaos Gregory was able to pass on the authority of the bishop, church leadership, personal holiness, charity, missions and monastic life and St. Isidore who was asked the write one of the first encyclopedias and also the first text book from which the Faith was taught.  “I have gathered together the writings of the Fathers like flowers from different meadows.”  He took what the Church taught for the first 500 yrs summarized, categorized, wrote down and preserved.

He is Mr. Info and for this reason in the patron of the internet.
