Saint Jerome - 342-420 AD

All the books of the New Testament were completed by 98ad.  From 98ad to 393ad almost 300 years no official Bible or list of books was approved.

The Church was universal but there was no universal book, each diocese, each individual Church used the gospels, letters and other spiritual writing that they could obtain and that helped in teaching and challenged the people to holiness.

Bible means list of books (library of books). 

In 393ad a synod of North African bishops approved 27 books of the New Testament.

Many people has suggested a sacred approved compilation of scripture.  The heretic Marcion made a list including Luke’s Gospel and some letters of St. Paul and Saint Athanasius suggested the 27 books that were approved by the North African bishops 20 years before the synod.  At this time the Barbarian’s were destroying the Roman empire burning many libraries, if the bible was not chosen now and preserved at this time it might have never happened.

By St. Jerome’s time a New Testament with 27 books was approved.

How does a group of Bishops decide what is sacred what books make the library and what books don’t.  There were letters, gospels, spiritual writings, apologies that had be written from 33AD to 393AD.

How do you choose the best 27 from 300 years?

-Did the author have a direct link to Christ and the apostles or were they an apostle.

-Did the 27 books contradict each other in doctrine.

- Did the book teach and challenge people in holiness.  All of the 27 were used at Mass and would have served the purpose of teaching and challenging.

- Was the book in use.  The Church is universal, was the book in use universally in Rome, Antioch, Alexandria, Ephesus, Gaul, etc. 

What if this small group of bishops were wrong?

-The bishops choice was not just their opinion but the opinion of the Church for 300 years. So if they were wrong then the universal Church was wrong and had been wrong for 300 years.

-If they were wrong, it is very unlikely that 1. Rome would have approved their choice and 2. There cannon (bible) would have lasted and been accepted by ALL Christians for the next 1600 years, without challenge.

These 27 books were written in Hebrew and Greek, but the language of the Western Empire and the Church was Latin. The Church now had a universal bible which was not in a universal language.

Pope Damasus asked his secretary Jerome to translate the 27 books from Hebrew and Greek to Latin.  This took St. Jerome 22 years and was call the Latin Vulgate. From this Vulgate all translations of the Bible came from. St. Jerome was an expert in Greek and Latin and learned Hebrew from a Jewish Rabbi, so he was the perfect person for the job.  He also moved and lived in Bethlehem, he felt like to translate he needed to live in the land where the Bible itself was written.

Interpretation of Scripture

St. Jerome more than anyone knew the danger of private personal interpretation of scripture. He said that those reading, meditating on scripture should have a guide or they will be misguided.

Perpetual Virginity of Mary

Mary was a Virgin before Christ during the birth of Christ and remained so after the birth of Christ.

Helvidius taught that Mary did not remain a virgin and that she had other children.

This teaching came from the misinterpretation of two words in scripture.  “firstborn son”  and “brothers of Christ”.  

Jerome knew the Hebrew language and culture and said that the word brother could also mean and was used to mean cousin or kindred.  He also asked Helvidius, “Who before you taught this?” The answer is NO ONE, it was always the teaching of the Church that Christ had no siblings.

As for “firstborn” St. Jerome said:

First born did not mean that there was a second born or third born.  He said every only begotten (only son) is a first born but not every first born in only begotten.  First born is not only used to show that there are successors but to also show that there are no predecessors.

Other facts

Jerome taught like Augustine that Virginity (Celibacy) was better than marriage.  This is partly because of a negative and misunderstood view of the sexual desire.

Jerome founded schools and monasteries in the Holy Land and was a guide to pilgrims traveling there.  
