Matthew 27:46 & Mark 15:34
“My God, my God why have you forsaken me?”*
Luke 23:34
“Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.”

Luke 23:43

“Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
Luke 23:46

“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.”

John 19:26

he said to His mother “Woman, behold you son”

he said to the disciple “Behold, your mother.”

John 19:28

“I thirst”**
John 19:30

“It is finished”

* read Psalm 22.  It seems as if Jesus thinks that His Father has abandoned Him.  Jesus, who knew the Psalms by heart, was simply praying the 22nd Psalm.  The Jewish audience to whom Matthew was writing also would have known the Psalms very well and would understand that Matthew did not have to put the whole Psalm but simply just put the first part.  When I write Happy birthday to you…, you can imply that I mean the whole song but just don’t want to write it out.  Matthew is saying that Jesus prayed the whole Psalm 22 but didn’t want to write it out.  Psalm 22 begins on a negative note but ends very positively.  By praying this psalm on the Cross Christ shows us that 1. we should pray at all times especially in times of great trial and persecution and 2. that we should never loose hope in God, knowing that God can bring good out of bad situations.
** “I thirst” is the motto of the Missionaries of Charity, the order Blessed Mother Teresa founded.  This motto is printed next to a crucifix in ever chapel the Missionaries of the Charity have all over the world.

Themes to be discussed

1. Psalm 22 – hope and trust where there only appears abandonment and despair.

2. Forgiveness.  The Our Father.  Reconciliation.  The witness of the martyrs.  Blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.  The role of the martyr is for conversion.  Educated the ignorant; they know not what they do.  Accountability, responsibility.
3. Repentance, even on your death bed.  The debt of God’s mercy even at the Cross, especially at the Cross.  The thief by Third Day.  The afterlife “to be with Jesus”.  Our eternal soul is eternal NOW, today.  Our soul is to be with Jesus now and forever.  Christ is only waiting for us.  He hasn’t moved, we have.

4. Obedience.  Totus Tuus, totally yours.  I belong to you entirely.  All that I possess is yours.  I take you into everything that is mine.  Jesus shows us obedience even unto death.  He shows us complete sacrifice, complete selflessness.

5. The role and gift of our Mother.  Mother of God, Mother of Christ, Mother of the Church.  See Revelation 12, the woman and the dragon and Genesis 3:15.  We have a mother on our side.  

6. Desire.  Christ thirsts for souls.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.  God wills that all will be saved.  What are our thirst, our desires?

7. Christ completes all things and makes all things new.  We are complete only in Christ and his Sacrifice.  We are complete in the Holy Sacrifice of Mass.  We are restless until we rest in God.  All sin is conquered on the Cross.  The battle is over.  Satan is deafeted. 
