John 4

1 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John 

2 (although Jesus himself was not baptizing, just his disciples), 2 

3 he left Judea and returned to Galilee. 

4 He had to 3 pass through Samaria. 

5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, 4 near the plot of land that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 

6 Jacob's well was there. Jesus, tired from his journey, sat down there at the well. It was about noon. 

7 A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." 

8 His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. 

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?" (For Jews use nothing in common with Samaritans.) 

10 Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God and who is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." 

11 (The woman) said to him, "Sir, 7 you do not even have a bucket and the cistern is deep; where then can you get this living water? 

12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us this cistern and drank from it himself with his children and his flocks?" 

13 Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; 

14 but whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst; the water I shall give will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 

15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water." 

16 Jesus said to her, "Go call your husband and come back." 

17 The woman answered and said to him, "I do not have a husband." Jesus answered her, "You are right in saying, 'I do not have a husband.' 

18 For you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true." 

19 The woman said to him, "Sir, I can see that you are a prophet. 

20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain; 8 but you people say that the place to worship is in Jerusalem." 

21 Jesus said to her, "Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 

22 You people worship what you do not understand; we worship what we understand, because salvation is from the Jews. 

23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth; 9 and indeed the Father seeks such people to worship him. 

24 God is Spirit, and those who worship him must worship in Spirit and truth." 

25 The woman said to him, "I know that the Messiah is coming, the one called the Anointed; when he comes, he will tell us everything." 

26 Jesus said to her, "I am he, 11 the one who is speaking with you." 

27 At that moment his disciples returned, and were amazed that he was talking with a woman, 12 but still no one said, "What are you looking for?" or "Why are you talking with her?" 

28 The woman left her water jar and went into the town and said to the people, 

29 "Come see a man who told me everything I have done. Could he possibly be the Messiah?" 

30 They went out of the town and came to him. 

39 Many of the Samaritans of that town began to believe in him because of the word of the woman 15 who testified, "He told me everything I have done." 

40 When the Samaritans came to him, they invited him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 

41 Many more began to believe in him because of his word, 

42 and they said to the woman, "We no longer believe because of your word; for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the savior of the world."
Reflection Qustions

The women is us and many times we ask the question, “Who are You?” to Christ.  Asking the question “Who are You?” in this chapter is a process.

Step One – Jesus is different, the woman says how can you a JEW give me a GENTILE a drink.

In what ways to I feel different than Christ and does that keep me from unity with Him?

What is my view right now of Christ? and what has shaped that view?

Step Two – We sometime doubt that Christ can do anything for us.  The woman has a lack of Faith and says how can you get living water, the cistern is deep, you don’t have a bucket.

Do we lack Faith in Christ?

What excused have we come up with in the past and maybe still hold, excuses that keep Christ from helping us.
Step Three – Chirst offers something we want and we want it not necessarily for spiritual reasons but perhaps our of convience or natural reasons.  The women would love to not have to get water everyday and Jesus promises water and the women wants it so she won’t be thirsty or have to come back to the well.

What does Christ offer us?

When have physical things brought you to a deeper love for spiritual things?

Step Four – We come to a respect for Christ for what he can do and for who He is.  The woman call Jesus “Sir” two times.

Make a list of things that Chirst has done in your life specifically that in which He has gained your respect.

Step Five – “I can see that you are a prophet”  Jesus reveals intimate facts about the womens life, not with a negative or mean attitude but simpley shows her that He knows her.  She then seeing these facts calls him prophet.

What has things has Jesus revealed to you about yourself, what does He know about you that know one else knows?

Step Six – We spread the message of Christ just as the women went into the town and told people about the man who knew everything about her.
St. Dominic says if you are going to speak, speak to God or about God.  

Make a list of times you have told people about “the man who knows everything about you.”

If this list is not long, what keeps you from telling people about Christ?

If this list is long, what is it that gives you the courage to share the story of “this man” with others.

Step Seven – People begin to believe not just because of the womens word but because of Christ Himself.

Make a list of people that have told you the story of Christ and you believe because of this story (remember stories are not always told in words but with life as well)

What are some reasons that you believe in Christ not just because of those people but because of your own personal encounters with Christ?
